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The For u RT H aan en- 

joining the Obſervance of the Seventh Day 
of the Week, as a religious Ref, was only 
| obligarory and . within the e 
State. DEE 
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Thckew of the $ S; ABB ATH 1 Going deſtroy'd, 
the CuRISTIAN INSTITUT ION au- 
thoriſeth the Chriſtian's Obſervance of the 
N oy of the Work, as an 1 F eſtival. 
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We a ire not come 10 the Mount that Wight be eubhed, and that, 
burned with Fire Nor to the Sound of a Trumpet, and the 
Voice of Words — which exceedingly terrified Maſes tlie 
Mediator — But we are come to Mount Sin — to the general 
+ Aﬀembly and Church” of the Fir born — And to Feſi the 
« Mediator of the. New Covenattt — Hes. xii. ver. 18, — 24. 


1 no Man judge 19 Judaißng Chriſtian) in reſpe&_ of an 
Hoh Da, or of the New+ Moon, or of the Sabbath, * 
were 2 hadow of good {rg to come; ; but the Body is of 


. Cal. xii. Ver. IS; 18 
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. þ ' i bt Reverend Father i in God, 


G E OR GE 
[i ord — of Carliſte.. 


My Lond., RA 


* HE F Sho 1 have taken 
in throwing theſe few Sheets 

under your Lordſhip” s Pa- 
tronage, will, I hope, be interpreted 
by your Lordſhip, when in the moſt 
difadvantageous Light, as nothing 
worſe, than a Piece of little Fond- 
neſs tot the Credit and Reputation 
which will revert on the Dedicator, 
from your Lordſhip's being of the 
ame Name with him. 
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The Subject herein diſcuß- . 
whether the Seventh N of the 
Week, as enjoin'd by the '2xpre/; 


5 Lette- of the Fourth Commandment 


in the Decalogue, can can any Way o- 


blige the Obſervance of Chriſtians ; 
or, „Ache any ſub rant 
are found in divine Revelation, or, 
in the Relation of Things, that will 
ſufficiently Juſtify the Chriſtian's. re- 
ligious Obſervance of the fr Day 
of the Week, and not the Seventb. 

15 And as. this i. is a Subject, about which 
every one ſhould be fatisfied, who 

|  Profeſſes himſelf not to be without 
Law to God, but under Law to Chriſt; 
” I imagin'd that it could be no Way 
underſtood, as if deſig n' d to abet the 


1 Reaſons 


Us 


75 Inter eſt of a any A Party, neither 
could it appear in any View unwor- 


thy the Conſideration of ſuch wh 


are in earneſt in Religion. 


DEDICATION. 


I am We my Lord; with 


- dae valuable Men, who apprehend Z 
| that the general Practice of Chriſtians 

is wrong, and accordingly cannot for- 
bear carrying their Charges to ſome 


Height againſt the Uſage of the 


Churches. Your Lordſhip will per- 
ceive, that in what I have now wrote, 
I have had a more immediate and 


cConfin'd regard to the Sentiments of 
theſe Gentlemen, as they are expreſly 
| laid down in zZwo modern Pampblets. 


10 ond! e humbly preſume, 
my Lord, that ſince the Subject in 
debate is of ſome Importance; m if I 
have contributed, altho' in a ſmall 


Degree, to ſet it in a plainer Light, 
or, if I have added any Thing, to 


what has been. already offer d in De- 


fence of the common Practice of 


: Chriſtians, touching their religious 
bo 
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Oblirvalice . fe - kf Day of * 
Meek; your Lordſhip, as a PRE- 
LATE of the Church, will accept, 
or at leaſt excuſe the F reedom of -thi, 


Hort nen. 


LT EY EG Fol SR had: 1 
Happineſs nor even the Honour of a 
perſonal Acquaintance with your 


Lordſhip; nevertheleſs, I have been 
well inform'd that a truly chriſtian 


| Temper (which can only give a real 
Grace to the Mitre) influences and 


directs your whole Conduct; and 


hence it is, that I think myſelf fecure 
in what 1 have done: #1 , 


itt si eke my Lord, 


| that 15 ſhall not eſcape the Cen- | 


ſures: of many, to whom my Cir- 
cumſtances and Character are known. 
Some of theſe may perhaps alledge, 


that I have gone out of my Province, 
1 © and 


mo je om oy © = >. 2. 


"of? 3 
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hd have miſemploy'd my Time, as 
being only a Lay-Man who have the 
Affairs of a large Family to attend: 
Nevertheleſs Ii imagine that this Charge 
will not fix very heavily upon me till 
it is prov'd, that whilſt I was com- 
poſing theſe Sheets, I had an Oppor- | 
tunity of doing ſomething. elſe which 
would have been. beneficial to mel 


or mine. 


But, as one little concern 'd about 


the Cenſures of others in theſe Re- 


gards, I ſhall venture to recommend 
' theſe Sheets to the Public, humbly 
begging your Lordſhip's Patronage ; 
and do at the ſame Time moſt ear- 
neſtly i intreat this Favour, both of the 
Public, and of your Lordſhip, that if - 
I have ill executed what J have done, 
it may, with ſome Calmneſs, be put 
akde among the Productions of others 
who have alſo miſtook their Way; 
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nor let me e be denied 
general Pardo 
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wy +: avoid 3 1 ſhall on- 
1 add this humble Requeſt, VIS. That 
your Lordſhip, would be perſuaded, 
that I think it m 7 incumt nt Duty - to 
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ray for your Proſp perit „ as a Patron 


of true Liberty, or, in other Words, 
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1 am, 


5 J — 


as a ſincere Lover of 
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Fourth Commmpurnt 
ae a by the 8 


PART 1 


F we inked a view of that part of the "world | 

where chriſtianity is profeſs'd, we ſhall rea- 
A dily conclude from the univerſal and uniform 
practice of chriſtians that they are agreed in the 
religious obſervance of one day in ſeven, and not 
only ſo, but that they have fixed upon the. 
day of the week as that day: Notwithſtanding 
this, if we take a more particular and minute 
ſurvey we ſhall find that there are ſome who o- 
penly difſent from this general obſervance, and 
imagine that the feventh day ſabbath is yet in force: 
So that a religious keeping of the „rt, and not 
the ſeventh, they eſteem to be no lefs than an 
open violation of a divine command, and a mere 
human innovation *; 

I müſt freely own that I have conducted myſelf 
for many years under thoſe prejudices I imbibed 
from education in favour of a religious obſervance 
of the ft day : But in order to fix my obſervance 
on a rational foundation, I have endeavoured to 


examine the controverſy with an x unbiaſs' mind: ; 
| N . F B 8 | . By 
8 85. to "this bg two tracts, bi. Mr. Contbweit s Re- 
ps, on Dr. Wright's Treatiſe on the Lord's Day, and one 
Ik in the Year, 1735, called, the Seventh Day of the 
cel. the Chriſtian Sabbath, 
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By ſuch examination 1 — canvaſſed 1the argument 
to my own ſatisfact ion, and therefore it is, that I 
now venture to expoſe it to public cenſure. 


The general deſign of this tract, is exprels'd 


in che two following particulars: 
HHrirſt, I ſhall attempt to prove, that the 4 
.. commandment, or that precept in the .decalogue 
given to the Jes, which reſpects the obſervation 
_ of the ſeventh day ſabbath, is not of any moral ob- 


ligation; but was a merely 8 eren and 5 


only binding to the Jews. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew the great propriety and 
fitneſs of the chriſtian's obſervance. of the firſt 
day of the week as an holy feſtival. i 


The fir propoſition 1 ſhall endeavour to clear | 


under the following views, 
1. By conſidering the deſign and purport of 
the precept, together wich the force of the ar- 
Sument in the reaſons annexed. 

2. By ſhewing that it does not ap ppear to have 
is been ; in force, or obſerv'd *till the time of Moſes. 

3. That it was diſpenſed with Among | the Jews, 

even by divine dreck , 
4. And was alſo diſpenſed with by Feſus Chrif 
and his diſciples. . _ 

Argument | 9 


of the ſeventh day ſabbath, is not of moral or 
immutable obligation, but a merely poſitive 


precept, will appear by conſidering the pur- 


E of the precept itſelf; Remember the ſab- 


b day to keep it holy, y * days. ſhalt thou la- 


bour, and, do all that hw baſt io do, but the ſe- 
venth day is the. ſabbath. of the Lord thy, Cod; in 
it thou ſhalt do no manner of work, thou, nor thy 
= nor thy daughter, nor thy man ſervant, nor thy 
maid ſervant, nor thy cattle, &c. Hence it is evident 
Ws. the 1 of the N as given to the 


Jews 


That _ fourth commandment 
in the decalogue, as it ref] pects the obſervation 


4 
- 


r 
Jews was, that they ſhould reſt from labour, in or- 
der to give eaſe, and refreſhment * to themſelves, 
their flayes or ſervants, and their cattle: All of 
which were properly employed in ſervile work 
the other ſix days, in order to contribute to the 
| ſupply of their exigencies, or wants; ſuch as of 
food, raiment, and other conveniencies. See Exod. 
xxxiv. ver. 21. Six days thou ſhalt work, but on 
the ſeventh day thou ſhalt reſt ; in earing time, and 
in harveſt thou ſhalt reſt. Altho* theſe were ſea- 
ſons in which they might ſometimes have pleaded 
a ſort of neceſſity for labour. | bh 
* Exod. xxiil. ver. 12. Six days thou fhalt do thy 
work, and on the ſeventh day thou ſhalt reſt ; that 
thine ox, and thine aſs may reſt; and the ſon of. 
thine handmaid, and the ſtranger may be refreſhed. 
POOLE on this laſt text remarks, that the 
Jews had three ſorts of ſabbaths. Firſt, Of days, 
' Secondly, Of years, viz. the ſeventh. year, or year ; 
of releaſe, Exod. xxi. ver. 2. F thou buy an Hebrew p 
ſervant,” ſix years he ſhall ſerve, and in the ſeventh 
he ſhall go out free, Deut. xv. ver. 1, 2, 3. At the 
end *. of every ſeven years, thou ſbalt make a re- 
leaſe, even of thy debtor, if a Jew; Nay, it was WE 
to be @ ſabbath, or ref unto the land; a ſabbath | 
for the Lord, Lev. xxv. ver. 4. And, thirdly, 
there was a ſabbath of weeks of years, viz. the 
ane which was every fiftieth year, Lev. xxv. 
rom yer. 8. to ver. 21. it was to be the year 
following every ſeventh ſabbath of years. All of 
which inſtitutions appear to have been ada 
to the circumſtances of the eus; in the obſer- 
vance of which they were {ſtrictly enjoined the 
exerciſe of piety, and mercy. i 55 
4% . Having 
2 Exod. xxxi. ver. 17. $0 God is ſaid to have kept the ſeveuth 
day, that on it he reſted, and was refreſhed. b At the end 


of every ſeven, i. e. in the laſt year of the ſeven, comp. ver. g. 
Deut. xiv. ver. 28. At the end of three years, is faid to be, in 


the third year, chap, xxvi. ver. 12. 


"fi by. 

4 "Having driefly ſhewn, that ref from labour, was 
the purport” of deſign of the pretept, it will bence 
appear that et from labour could not be immedi. 


ately fix d to the /eventh day, any mote than to the 


ſixth, for any reaſon that could ariſe from the na- 


ture of things, nor would the o, or the 4, or their 


owner, have been more injured by their reſting on 
the ſiatb day of every weck, had that been appointed 


rather than on the ſeventh; and therefore if it has 
l in it reſpecting their veſt from 


any morality at 
labour, it can only be founded on a general cal- 
culation that a ſeventh part of time was proper 


and convenient for ſach reſt. 1 ſhall next conſider 


the reaſons on which the obſervation is enforc'd, 
or recommended; and they are three, ve 
1. An imitation of the Creator's reſt. 
2 2. As a memorial of their deliverance out of 
Ds. 
| IT As N n to be a gn er the covenant be⸗ 
eween God, and the Fetos. 
I. The obſervance + the e ſeventh day, by reſt. 
ing from labour is urged from an imitation of 
the Creator's ret. Exod. xx. ver. 11. For in fit 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the ſea, and 
all that in them is, and reſted the "ſeventh day : 
Wherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſabbath day, and 
| ballowed it. Here, I think, we may obſerve, that 
the Creator's reſting, was the reaſon of his bleſſing, 
and hallowing : In order therefore to underſtand 
the force of the reaſoning here made uſe of, we 
ſhould examine in what ſenſe reſt can be apply d 
to God; and I find it apply'd in two reſpects in 


the Moſaic writings, in Cen. viii. ver. 21, it plain 


Jy denotes his pleaſure, delight, or approbation; 
for, after Noah had come out of the ark and of- 
fered burnt ; offerings; it is ſaid, that the Lord 
ſmelled a ſweet ſavour; the Hebrew has it, a /a- 


wour of reſt : So that if we aſh ſuch a A 7 
04's 
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- Gad's reſt, in- the fourth TD ic will run 
thus. For in ſix days the Lord made heaven and 
earth --- and on the ſeventh day he ſmelled a /a- - 


vour of reſt, i. e. was tefreſhed, delighted in, and 
approved of what he had-done ; therefore he bleſ- - 


| | ſed the ſeventh day, &c. Again, by reſt apply'd 


to God, we may underſtand his ceaſing from his 
work; and this appears to be the primary ſenſe 


of the word reſt, as applied to him in the precept, 
compare Gen. ii. ver. 2, 3. to which it alludes ; 
And on the ſeventh day God ended, (or had ended) 


bis work which be bad made, and be reſted on the 
ſeventh day from all his work which he had made. 

That this is not ſpoken of the SUPREME 
BEING, is, I think, evident from St. John's goſpel, 
chap. i. ver. 3. In his deſcription of the word, or 


logos, he ſays, that all things were made by bim, 


and without him was not any thing made that was 


made. And the apoſtle Paul to the Coloſſians, 
(chap. i. ver. 15, 16.) ſays, that all things were 
 ereated that are in heaven ; and that are in earth, 
_ viſible and inviſible, whether thrones, or dbb, 


or principalities or powers, all things were created 


| by and for this logos; this image of the inviſible 
God, 100 firſt born of every creature! In whom it 


Pleaſed the Father (i. e. the ſupreme Being) that all 
fullneſs ſhould dwell ; or that thro* Chriſt, HE, i. e. 
the FATHER, ſhould poſſeſs all fullneſs; having given 


5 bim, i. e. the Logos, the preeminence among all be- 
1 Ings, ver. 18, 19. 


We may hence very reaſonably ſuppoſe that 


+ at the finiſhing that Jem, to which our earth 


belongs, in thoſe ſix days or periods, the grand 
agent, the logos did take a review of his work; 


and at the fame time with pleaſure obſerve the = 
ſeveral orders of intelligent beings, who were 


ſpectators of the whole beautiful Phenomena; all 
dine the Power, and goodneſs that 
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appear d in the ſtupendous production, „and in 


chorus offering up their admirations and praiſe 
to the FIRST CAUSE ! Then it was that he 
morning ſtars ſung together : Then all the ſons. of 
God ſhouted for joy] Job xxxvili. ver, 4-----8*. 


And then did be actually ceaſe from ſuch his work. 

To a ſeventh part of time thus hallowed or 
ſanctify 'd, I apprehend the precept refers. Nor is 
the example of the Lord's reſting to be carried too 


far; becauſe it is eaſy to obſerve, that an imita- 
tion of his reſting from creation after ſix days la- 
bour,, would lead us to labour only one fix days, 


he having reſted, for ought we know, from * 


his work ever Grice. 


II. Another reaſon on which the precept is en- 


fred: is that the Lord their God had elivered 


them from a ſtate of Egyptian - favery, by a 
mighty hand, and by an ene ee arm, Deut. v. 


ver. 15. And remember that thou waſt a ſervant 
in the. land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God 


5 brought thee out thence, thro a mighty han! and 
by a ftretched out arm, therefore the Lord th God 
commanded. thee to keep the ſabbath. day. hich 


reaſon. appears with great force, as it laid them 


under the higheſt obligation to ſing the ſong of 


Mats the Lord he is our God, we will pre- 
e for him an habitation, our fathers God 
we will exalt him, Sc.“ . 


From this conſideration alſo TI were led 


without the leaſt reluctance to admit of the /ab- 
Batiſi ing or reſt of their ſlaves, and cattle, re- 


membring that this precept was enjoin'd by him 
| who had ſo FOE deliver*d them, or their 


fore- 


wo | Lig Fob from imagining that this our sytem of which 
Moſes writes, was the firſt ſcene of beings and things that 


the Eternal and Almighty Hat had produced: On the contrary, 


I doubt not but that millions of worlds exiſted thro? an incon- 


ceivable number of ages prior to this our earth, as ſubjects of 
bis en empire, and boundleſs dominion | 
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forefathers dut of the greateſt ſlavery, even an | 


inceſſant bondage. 1 addgfs 


By the way, it is very natural to ſuppoſe chat 


this reaſon aflign'd for their keeping their ſabbath, 


contained in it a proper direction for their em- 


ploy ment on that day, viz. that they ſhould not 


only contemplate the Lord their God as the Creator 
of the world, but alſo as their Saviour and Redeem- 
er, on whoſe providence they did daily depend. 


III. Another reaſon aſſign'd for the obſervance 


bf their ſabbath was, that it ſnould be à ſtand- 
ing /ign of the peculiar relation they ſtood in to 
God, and he to them. Exod. xxxi. ver. 13. comp. 

with ver. 16, 17. And the Lord bid Moſes ſpeak 
10 the children of Iſrael, ſaying,” Verily, my ſabbaths 


ye ſhall keep: For it is a ſign between me and you, 


throughout your generations, for a perpetual cove- 


nant : It is a ſign between me and the children of 


Hrael for ever, &c. comp. Ezek. xx. ver. 12. More- 
over alſo I gave them my ſabbaths, to be a ſign be- 
tween me and them. We may obſerve, that for 


ever, and perpetual, are terms well explain'd, by 
that EXPT eſſion, throughout their generations. Now, 5 


as a very ſmall acquaintance” with the chriſtian 
revelation is ſufficient to convince any man that 


this covenant of peculiarity is aboliſhed, and that 


the Jeus no longer remain the peculiar people 


of God; it is hence very plain that the /ig of 


that covenant cannot be any longer in force than 
the covenant itſelf, which it ſignify d. 


Qu. Since this precept ſtood in the midſt of 


nine more which were confeſſedly of a moral na- 


ture; if this was not ſo, how can we account for 


ſuch its firuation? 7 . 
Anſiw. 1 have not intended by this eſſay to prove 


that the end and deſign of the labour of ſix days 


en- 


Let it be remarb' d, that this ſign was to let them know, that 


* 


the idolatrous nations. 


. it was the Lord that ſanctify'd them, or ſeperated them from 


— 2 E i J _— « wt » 
GA one ocns ts <A—s mw»: oa - 4 — 
ER q - — 5 


bg 
FP 
2 — ““ Um) ·ðĩ 
a; 2=$0 =; 1 4 = 


— >, 13 — — 
s * . - 

* —————— 
— —— 8 
2 


SI ment 


8 
— — ace bg 2 bam : a 
8 = Ii. 

j = h q 2 , R — —— —— — — — = 
To £ 2 2 22 — 7 — — — 6 b Jo's CI — 4, 2 N LS —— DE n 

= 2 Fra GE Ae : r 8 —U— — — — err ä 
® — r A ** = K 869 ET i =} — —_— — ALI 

k — 2 2 — — — m — — 


= 

; 9 
1 
5 

* = 

un 

tw WM 
Us. 
4 *. 
7 
|; i 
BY 
1 wy 
1 

4 


"0 
ky 100 

5 49 
uy 5 
1 
I, 

* 

4 * 


/ 


= cept given to them, was in every view well cal- 
vetal relations they ſtood in to God, and one 
another; and therefore was not 
| baptiſm, and the ecucbariſt, and placed the obſer - 

ol piety, juſtice, and benevolence; 5 2 een 


th Moſes the hiſtorian, ©. 


ſers to that individual ſingle ſeventh day on which 
the Creator reſted, having finiſhed: his ſix days 


| earth, x che ſea, and al that therein is, and reſted 


"181. 


bein in'd, and the reſt upon the FRE a8 ea + 
pacitating men for acts of juſtice and mercy to 
themſelves, and fellow creatures, as well as their 
pious and becoming regards towards God, was 
not of a moral tendency: No; my ſole view is 
to prove that the inſtitution of the /eventh, rather 
than the Ah or firſt day of the week, was of a2 
purely poſitive, and not of a moral nature: and 
that therefore this precept, in the ſenſe contended 
ſor by the ſabbatiſts, is really different in its na- 
ture from the other nine: And yet I own, that 
even poſitive inſticutions given by divine authority, 
are to be regarded by us, ſo far às they are appa- 
, rently helpful to virtue, or morality; and that it is 
- dangerous for us, in this view, to deſpiſe them. 
But more directly, it appears to me from the 
genius, and diſpoſition of the Jes, that this pre- 


culated to preſer ve their due regard of. thoſe ſe- 


ly placed 
in the very heart of the decalogue. . In like man- 
ner has the diſpenſation of e Chrift adopted 


vance of them among the moral and eternal la wa 


ful unto, and promotive thereof. 972 
Argument II. I ſhall next — FR prove, 
it che /eventh day of the week was not obſerv d 
as 5 Kere till the time of Maſes. 
7 to be the ſtate of che caſe, from 
e of the precept ; and from the ſilence 


From the face of the . linb 1 aint re- 


work, for in fix days the be org made beaven, and 


We the 
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9 191. 
the ſeventh day, by which reſting, be bleſſed- and 
| hallowed it, i. e. that day on which he reſted: 
Nor do I apprehend that it can intend any more; 
than a reaſon offer'd by way of anticipation, in- 
aſmuch as we cannot find a prior obſervance of 
it mentioned in any one of the rehearſals of this 
law: of the ſabbatb, or in any additional or ex- 
pletive laws concerning the obſervation of it: But 
one might, methinks, have vefy naturally expected 
that Moſes would have urged the example of the 
d old Patriarchs, at ſome time or other, 
when he exhorted to the obſervance, or cenſur d 
for the non- obſervance of the ſabbath; for it is 
well remark'd in a late pamphlet, that the ob- 
ſervance of the ſabbath requir d only four bands 
to convey the tradition of it from Adam to Mo- 
fes, vix. Metbuſelab's, Shem's, Iſaacs and Am- 
ram's ; which had this been the caſe, vi. that 
the ſabbath had been obſerv*d by them, methinks, 
Moſes would have taken ſome notice of it, Let 
me add, that he is wholly ſilent about any fuch 
obſervance quite thro' his hiſtory 3 nor does he 
aſſert that one of all the great or good men 
who make up the thread of his hiſtory to his 
own time ever obſerv'd it. I ſhall particularize - 
ſome of his moſt important characters. 
It does not appear from the - Moſaic account, 
that ADAM kept the ſeventh day as more holy 
than any other day; it is true from that account 
that he was form'd on the fixth day, and there- 
fore it follows that the / e,jEdͤkßb muſt have been 
the firſt entire day of his exiſtence : Nor, does 
the contrary appear from that hiſtory, but that 
the employment which firſt actually engaged Adam, 
was his ſurvey ing the creatures, and giving them 
names; which having done, and diſcerning here- 
upon the difference of ſex wanting in his own 
e „ ſpeci:s, 
Vr. R. Cornthwait's Reflect. p. 1 l. 
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ſing: And therefore the reſt 
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ih ſpecies; it tells us, that he was caſt into a deer 
ſleep, and that then the Lord God formed the 
woman out of him. 
the hiſtorian mentions, was his eating of the for. 
bidden fruit; nor have we the leaſt intimation of 
any particularly diſtinguiſned time which he re- 
ligiouſly obſerv'd, or even ſo much as the me- 
ma, or mode of his worſhip. _ - 

; ine that whilſt — ä 

| e in his paradiſaical ſtate, the law of the 
ſeventh day ſabbath would, have been unſuitable, 
or at leaſt: unneceſſary 


The very next overt- act 


Beſides, I am apt to imag 


för that labour which 
produced the ſweat o the: brow, by which man 
was to get his bread: and on which the reaſon 


is founded for reſt, appears to have been part of 


the curſe, which was denounced on his tranſgreſ- 
from ſuch labour 


could not be wanted, till ſuch labour became 


the lot of man; conſequently the law of the ſe- 


venth day fabbath could not be enjoined Adam i in 


B innocency. nes How 
And on the other hard: had it been aer the 

| fall, as what his cranſgreſſion had render'd ne- 
ceſlary, it could not be ſup 


poſed, but that ſuch a 
proviſion made for ſuch his changed circumſtan- 


ces, would have had ſome mention made of it; 


but as no mention is made of ſuch proviſion, I 


am ready ta. conclude that it was needleſs, . eſpe- 


cially as ſuch; an inſtitution is more fitly ſuited 
for ſociety, than ſor a ſingle perſon,” or family. 


In Gen. chap..iv. we are told of CAI and 


4 ABEL/ ſacrificing, ver. 3: And in proceſs of 


KEN s 


lime it came to paſs that Cain brought of the 


fruit of the ground: In the Hebrew it is, at the 
4 trend of das; which word days is often put for 


© years, as, Lev. xxv. ver. 29. within a full year 


© may. he: redeem it. So 1 Sam. i. ver. 3. And 


© this man went up Jour our of his city to 


F-11445 bud 3 + worſhip 


_ 


16TH | 5 


1 b in the original it is, from days to days. 


Sam. xxvii. ver: 27.” And the time that Da- 
vid dwelt in the country of the Philiſtines, was 
da full year; in the original it is, @ year of days.“ 
See POOLE on Gen. iv. ver. 4. Which readings 
may be underſtood as intimating the particular 
or proper ſeaſons of the year in which Cain 
brought his fr/# fruits; and Abel the firſtlings of 
2 8 but * wn prove i ſeventh day 

bat 

The next inſtance we have of worſhip is in 


Gen. iv. ver. 26. After Seth's ſon Enos was born, 


then began men to call on the name of the Lord; 


calling on the name of the Lord, was a term 


made uſe of to ſignify ſome kind of worſhip, 
compare Gen. xii. ver. 8. — And there Abram 
built an altar unto the Lord, and called on the 
name of the. Lord. Gen. xxvi. ver. 25. And Iſaac 
built an altar unto the Lord, and called on the 
name” of the Lord. But their beginning to call on 
the name of the Lord, after the birth of Enos, 


_ Ipreſume, will not prove their having before 
kept the ſeventh day ſabbath ;. nor does it with 


much more clearneſs intimate that they then be- 
gan to keep ſuch a ſabbath. 

But further, ſome have imagin'd, that by 
NOAH's ſending the dove out of the ark, three 


ſeveral times at ſeven days diſtance, or intervals, 


is intimated his keeping the ſeventh day ſabbath *. 

So far am I from apprehending the leaſt foun- 
dation forſuch a concluſion, that I rather think, 
according to the common interpretation of the 
fourth commandment in the decalogue, when 
compared with the circumſtances Noah was in, 


he muſt rather have kept a quotidian ſabbath, all 


the time he was in the ark. But, leſt this ſnould 
a | C * ee 


* This f remember the honeſt Mr. E/ua!l to have offer'd by 
way of conjecture. | 
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as r 21 
be rd inconcluſive, I will add a conjecture, 
Which, I think, will amount to a reaſon in phi- 
loſophy, for his ſo ſending the dove out of the 
ark. Let it then be — 2 that the ſevera} 
diſtin& phaſes of the moon, in its encreaſe and 
wane, are at about ſeven days diſtance from each 
other, and that the relation ſhe ſtands in to our 
earth, as her ſatellite, is moſt intimate: Hence, 
if we proceed in our enquiries, we ſhall- ſoon 
find that her ſweep, by her proximity to us, ſo 
influences and effects a different preſſure of our 
atmoſphere, as to cauſe the ebb and flow of our 
waters: Hence NOAH, no doubt, acquainted 
with this, obſerving che age of the moon out of 
. - his little window on the top of the ark, ſent out 
1 dove to diſcover what degree of influence - 
ſhe had had upon the face of the waters in the 
neap. and ſpring 9% Gen. viii. ver. 8, 10, 12. 
This — hg I think, much more reaſonable, 
than that of thoſe who i imagine, that his devo- 
tions being more ſolemn on theſe ſeventh days, 
he. horeugon: feng opt dne dh fee their eff. 
CACy. 
Neither do 1 find any thivg like a marking 
out of the ſeventh day as a ſabbath by any of the 
Patriarchs; of hw we might have expected that 
they would have ſtopped or reſted in their journey- 
ings on that day: Nor is there the leaſt intimati- 
on of any ſuch obſervance. 
Before I leave this head, give in e 
mark, that Moſes ſeems in his e to have 
made uſe of the number ſeven, ſo emphatically 
as if he eſteem'd it a perfect number, or at leaſt, 
a number that denoted perfection. See to this 


15 | Lag Gen. iv. ver, 24. Cain ſhall be avenged 


en fold, truly Lamech ſeventy and ſeven fold. 
Gen. vii. ver. 2, Of every clean beaſt thou ſhall 
Fake unto thee by ſevens, i. e. n to the pe 


of 2h | e _ gina), 


TR1. 


_ ginal, ſeven ſeven, or ſeven males, and ſeven fe- 
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males. I make no application of this, but paſs ] 
And ſhall next conſider when it was that the 
ſeventh day appears to have been firſt marked out ft! 
for a ſabbath. - 8 e | 
And this 1 find to be in the time of Moſes, 5 
Exod. xvi. ver. 22. And on the ſixth day (i. e. =—_ 
from the time that God had given them manna) _ MW 
-they gathered twice as much as they had done on l; 
other days 3. and. all the rulers of the congregation — 
came and told Moſes, ver. 23. Then Moſes inform*d = 
them of the reaſon of their ſo doing, by telling i 
them that notwithſtanding they had on other days i 
criminally made a reſerve for the following dav, ji 
out of diſtruſt of divine providence, on account wa 
of which it ſtank and became uſeleſs, yet it ſhould —_ 
not be the caſe with regard to the ſixth day; | Wo 
every man might bake and ſeethe what he want- =_ 
ed for that day, and the remainder might be = 
kept till the morrow, for the Lord had ſaid o, | 10 
that the morrow is the reſt of the holy ſabbath | 
to the Lord. ver. 24, and 25. And what they bad | 
laid up Moſes hade them eat, for, ſays he, ts day in 
is a ſabbath unto the Lord; to day ye ſhall not li! 
find it in the field. ver. 26. Six days ye ſpall gather = 
it, but on, the ſeventh day — the ſabbath, in it there _ 
Hall be none. ver. 27. Na this, the 
5 people had ſo little notion of a ſabbath, or of 1 
„ what Moſes had commanded them, that there 


e =: | | Went 
7 Comp. Neb ix. ver. 9, 13, 14, 15. And madeſt known 

: unto them thine holy ſabbaths, and commandeſt them precepts, 
a ſtatutes, and laws, by the hand of My/zs thy ſervant, c. 
, 9, ts that which the Lord hath ſaid, this expreſſion, I 
4 imagine is no proof of its being an application of an ald com- 
Te mand; for had it been ſo, the elders of Vrael were as likely to 
1 have known ſomething of it as Moſes; which by the ſequel they 
appear to haye been wholly ignorant of, and therefore it can 
only refer to what the Lord had ſaid to Miſes as their prophet 
) and Jawgiver. | | 


ka - 
* 


vent out of the p 1 on che ſevenihʒ day to 


ther, and they found none: For which the Lord 
reproves them, ver. 28.. How long refuſe ye to keep 


my commandments and my laws? See! For that the 
Lord hath given you the ſabbath 3 therefore he 


giveth you on the ſixth day, the bread of two days. 


ver. 29. So the Pn reſted on tbe ſeventh day. 


ver. 20. 
What can be more plain from che whole nar- 
rative, than that the people had no prior notions 


of a ſeventh day ſabbath, till ſo marked out, and 


explained to er ? Which direction, or reaſon, 
continued to diſtinguiſh the day to them for forty 
years, ver. 35. And hence it is, I imagine, that 
in the decalogue, the jeventh day, is called the 
ſabbath of the Lord their God, becauſe he had ſo 


miraculouſly marked out the day for them, 0 


giving them manna, as aforeſaid. 
Argument III. I ſnall in the chird place prove, 


that the obſervation of the ſabbath was diſpenſed 


with among the Jets, even by divine direction: 


And that their own prophets have diſtinguiſned 


between an obſervance of the ſabbath, and mo- 


 rality, or thoſe duties which are of eternal obli- 


ation. 


I have' already obſerv'd, that the nature, pur- 


port, or deſign of the precept was a reft from 
all labour, or ſervile employment; which is ſtrong- 
ly expreſſed, Exod. xxxi. ver. 15. Six days may 
work be done, but on the ſeventh is the ſabbath of 


Teſt, boly to the Lord, whoſoever doeth any work, 


in the ſabbath day be ſhall ſurely be put to death. 
Lev. xxiii. ver. 3. ---- ye e ſhall do no work therein, 


it is the ſabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings. 


© Now if. we compare this inſtitution ſo en- 


forced by Moſes, with the circumciſion of their 
> children on the ſeventh day, which was frequent- 


6 * _— we ſhall lee, that it was thus tr, diſ- 


penſ ſed 


r 


C5 penſed with even in the ſenſe of the eus them-- 


i ſelves; for this occaſion'd an Hebrew pro- 


: verb, viz. the ſabbath gives way to circumciſion, 

Joh. vii. ver. 22, 23. thus far Grotiuss .. 
But I ſhall beg leave to inſert the text at large, 
Moſes therefore gave unto you circumciſion (not be- 
cauſe it is of Moſes but of the fathers) and ye on 
. the ſabbath day circumciſe a' man; if a man on the 
fabbath day receive circumciſion, that the law of 


Moſes ſhould not be. broken, are ye angry at me 


(ſays our Lord) becauſe 1 have made a man every 
whit whole on the ſabbath day? Thus para- 


phraſed by Dr. Claget —— * If the eighth day 


after the birth of a male child, fall upon 
the ſabbath day, you do nevertheleſs circum- 
ciſe him, notwithſtanding that ſtrict obſervation 


of the ſabbath which the law of Moſes requires: 


And this you do becauſe Moſes's law, or indeed, 
a more ancient law given to Abrabam, requires 
that every male child ſhould be circumciſed 
the eighth day: If then a child may be cir- 


5:cumcited on the ſabbath, becauſe, without ex- 


ception of the ſabbath he is to be circumciſed 
on the eighth day; Why are you angry with 
me for doing a better work on the ſabbath day 
in the perfect cure of a man who was all over 
* infirm? For that law of doing good, and re- 
lieving the miſerable at all times, is a more an- 
s cient and excellent law, than either that of the 
* ſabbatic reſt, or that of circumciſion on the 
eighth day b.“ 8 4 "LEO 
- Again, the Fews flew their ſacrifices on the 


| fabbath day, Numbers xxviii. ver. 9, 10. On 


every ſabbath: there were wo lambs Kea ers 
added to the continual burnt offerings, whi 
ſacrifices could not be ſlain without bodily ſer- 


© See his Truth of the Chriſt, Rel. tranſlated by Dr. I Clarke, 
| Book V. p. 232. b See Dr. S. Clarke's Paraphraſe on the place. 
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"a vice or labour, and was | WTR a diſpenſing 
with the precept, which forbad any manner of 


work. Nor is it to the purpoſe to object that 


theſe were acts of religion, and therefore com- 
ported with the deſign of the precept for it is 


Po it was not, becauſe our Saviour himſelf in- 
terpreted the act of circumciſion (altho* à com- 
pliance with a divine inſtitution) as a diſpenſing 
with the law of the ſabbath: T che killing 


ol «their ſacrifices on the ſeventh day muſt be in- 


terpreted as a diſpenſing alſo wich the lar of 
their ſabbath. 


But again | JOSHUA, the captain of, the hoſts | 
of Tfratl, encompaſſed Jericho ſeven times with 


his forces on the ſabbath day, (Zof. vi. ver. 2, 
and 4, compared,) and this too by divine di- 
rection; which muſt. be allowed to be another 
inſtance of their diſpenſing with this law. 


It cannot be very improper juſt. to hint at the 


ſtrict obſervance the Jem had to their ſabbath, 
as may be ſeen 1 Marcab. ii. ver. 32.—38. Where 
they are repreſented as chooſing rather to be mur- 


r in cool blood than make any defence on 


the ſabbath day: Which (crupulolir; occaſion'd 


one thouſand x them to be lain : Jpan- which 
laughter MATTHIAS made a law, or paſſed an 


_ edict to tolerate their reſiſtance, ver. 39, 40, 41. 
But notwithſtanding this, they retain'd ſo ſuper- 


ſtitious a regard for their ſabbath, that even but 


63 years before the Chriſtian Era, when POM- 
PEY took Feruſalem, and laid ſiege to the tem- 
ple, the cus would not do the leaft thing of. 
fenſively, which POMPEY perceiving, order'd 
that no aſſault ſhould be made on their ſabbaths, 


dut inſtead thereof to carry on ſuch works, as, 


erecting engines, and batteries *, and in filling up 
the * with which the e was fortity'd : 


5 * Prideaux's ConaeA. bat U book vi p. 621. 


All 


951 


| Anti "the Jews "ng. them to do unmo- 
leſted. So great was the ſuperſtition of the eus 
with regard to the obſervance of their ſabbath! 


But under this head, I would obſerve, that there 
is a large quotation from Dr. S. Clarke inſerted 
in the title page of a Pamphlet lately publiſhed, 
entitled, The Wan Day of the Week the 9 


Sabbath. 


* The moral part of the ſabbath, that is, ſo 
© far as it is a commandment enjoining the vir- 


tue off HUMANITY, or of allowing time 


to thoſe who are under our power to REST 
from the LABOURS of their worldly Em- 

« ployment ;. and S0 FAR as it is according to 
the original reaſon of its inſtitution in Paradiſe 
« a time ſet apart for the RELIGIOUS COM- 
MEM ORATING OF GOD'S WORK OF 
CREATION, and PRAISING him for the 


"6; things that he has made, and ſerving and wor- 
ſhipping him, as the Maker of all things; this 


moral part, I ſay, of the ſabbath, is of ET ER- 


NAL and e e , obligation. Serm. 
A Vol: X. 


To which 1 would reply, mut the Dr. has ad- 
vanced nothing in all this that will confine what 
he ſays to che obſervation of the /zventh day of 
the week, as if this was the moral part of the 


commandment: But if he had, the Dr. 's practice 


would evidently have condemn'd ſuch an interpre- 


tation, and have proved, indeed, that ſo far the Dr. 
was ſelf- condemned, or at leaſt, inconliſtent with 
himſelf; for it is well known- that the Dr. did 
not ſabbatiſe; i. e. obſerve the ſeventh day of the 


week as a ſabbath, or day of holy er purſu- 


ant to the letter of the fourth eommandment: 
Nor would the Dr. (I am perſuaded) in the leaſt 


deny, but that that part of the precept, which 


concerns reft from labour, is duly oblerv'd by 
D reſting 


Wr fix as n * 7 Ne HR " 2 
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_ reſting one day in ſeven, to wit, the firſt; and 18 
that the morality of it, viz. a religious. comme. Yor 
morating of God's work of creation, PRAISING, Ku 
SERVING, and WORSHIPPING him as the 
Maker of all things, does not depend on the doing 
it on the ſeventh day of the week. On the contrary, 
he muſt have allow'd that the e of, or the 


eternal unchangeable obligation unto ſuch conduct * 
is ſo tar from depending on any one day, that ſuch W 
practices, by which we can expreſs our regards to 4 


ſuch obligations we are under to the ſupreme 
Being, are fit and proper on a ft day, as well 
as on 2a ſeventh; nay are at all times duties in- 
cumbent upon us. Nor, do I think, that it can 


be prov'd that the Dr. intended in any view to ns 
found the morality of the precept upon the ſepa- 7 
ration of the ſeventh day; for in ſuch à light, i 
the fourth commandment can have no morality fi 
at all in it, i. e. as it enjoins the /eventh day, any : , 
maaore than it would have had, if it had enjoin'd x 0 
ö the ſixth; for the ſixib, in the reaſon and nature 5 
ol things, is as holy as the ſeventh, therefore ſuch * 
ſeparation can conſtitute no part of the morality 40 

of the precept; becauſe, according to the quota- R 
tion now referr'd to, what is moral is unchange- , J 
able in its nature, or in the words themſelves, ſe. 


is of eternal and unc hangeable obligation. 
Let it be farther obſerv'd, that to of their GR 
moſt noted prophets foretold a time as coming 


when their /abbaths, of which they were ſo fond, = 
would be ſuperſeded, together with the reaſons 2 


alſo of their obſervance. ';- -. | a 
_FEREMIAH ſays, chap. xvi. verſ. 14, 15. 5 
Therefore behold the days come, ſaith the Lord, wa 

that it ſhall no more be ſaid, the Lord liveth tht 4 8 
brought up the children of Iſrael out of Egypt? 41. 
but the Lord liveth that brought up the _— of Wc 
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iel from the land of the north, and from all the 


lands wwhither be had driven them. 


come to paſs, that from oxe new moon to another, 


and from one ſabbath to another, ſhall all fleſh come 


to worſhip before me, ſaith the Lord. bud. 

ISATAH remarkably diſtinguiſhes their tri - 
obſervation of their ſabbaths from moral inſtitu- 
tions or duties, chap. i. from ver. 11, to the 18. 
To what purpoſe are the multitude of your ſacrifices 
unto me? — Bring no more vain oblations, 3 


it an abomination to me, the new moons, and fa 


baths —— my ſoul bates. Waſh ye, make you clean; 
put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, &c. 

I can ſcarce forbear thinking, but that the very 
preface of the fourth commandment, . Remember 
the ſabbath 'day, ſeems to indicate its being of 
2 poſitive nature, as it is in its very diction 
leſs abſolute than the other nine : On which ac- 
count the lawgiver may be underſtood as ſaying, 
As to your ſeparating the ſeventh day as a ſab- 
bath, altho' it is a precept of a poſitive nature, 
yet ſince I diſcern it will be of important ſer- 
vice and uſe to you, therefore I give it this ſanc- 
* tion, I charge you to REMEMBER IT.” 

To conclude this head, I would add, that 


 GROTIUS has mention'd a two-fold deſign of 


the fourth commandment in the decalogue, and 
has call'd it both @ precept of remembrance, Exod. 
chap. xx. ver. 8. and of obſervation, Exod. xxxi. 
ver. 16. But then he alſo ſays, that if the 
* law concerning reſt on the ſabbath, had been 
given from the beginning, and in ſuch a man- 


ner as never to be aboliſhed, certainly that 


law would have prevail'd over all other laws; 


the contrary to which we now find “. 
His Truth of the Chriſt. Relig. Part II. Book V. Sect. 13. 
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Argument IV. I ſhall, in the fourth place, ſhew 
what regard our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, and his fol- 

lowers or diſciples paid to the /eventh day ſabbath. 
In Mark ii. ver. 27. our Saviour expreſly ſays 
of the very ſeventh day ſabbath, That it was mad: 
for man, and not man for it: Can it then be an 
inſtitution of moral. and indiſpenſable obligation? 
No; he ſays, it was made for, man, and muſt give 
way to any man's neceſſities; and adviſes them 
not to blame his diſciples for plucking a few ears 
of corn, to which hunger had prompted: them, 
tho' it was on the ſabbath: For he adds, if the 
ſabbath was made for man, who can and may, 
as it was made for him, occaſionally diſpenſe wih 
its laws; ſurely much more may the San of mar 
be allow'd to be Lord alſo of the ſabbath; and 
as ſuch, may alſo relax the obſervance of it. The 
Phraſe uſed in ver. 28. Son of man, muſt, I think, 
reſpect Feſus Chriſt himſelf, it being a term under 
which he uſually deſcribes himſelf : Beſide; the in- 
_ ference. or concluſion would appear improper if 

he intended not himſelf, for he had before aſſerted 
that the ſabbatbh was made for man, and muſt 
give way to his neceſſities; and conſequently he, as 
Son of nan, by way of eminence, muſt be Lord 
alſo: That conjunction copulative alſo ſeems to 
make it neceſſary that we ſhould thus underſtand 
him: Matth. xii. ver. 6, 7, 8.-* But, I ſay, unto you 
that in this place is one greater than the temple. | 
And had ye known what the prophet Hoſea 
tells you, and underftood his meaning, you 
would have ſeen that mercy is preferable. to 
$ ſacrifice ; and would not have condemned my 
innocent diſciples, for ſatisfying their hunger 
on your ſabbath. For the Son of man, he that 
* 1s greater than the temple, is Lord of the 
8 Jabbath' day. 3 5 :4 * 
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_ © *ObjeBs. lt is objected by the /abbatifts, that 
_ * onrSaviourſignify*d that the ſeventh day ſabbath 
* ſhould be in force at the deſtruction of Ferw- 


+ ſalem— and left no hint of its being after- _ 


- + wards abrogated: Matth. xxiv. ver. 20. But pre 
ye that your flight be not in winter, nor on the 
, neg do ot bloaes 3g 
Dr. S. Clarke has well remarked, that this 
| ſeems to be ſpoken in condeſcenſion to the Few. 
ii prejudices, and plainly ſuppoſes that the ſeaſon 
or Holineſ of the time might retard their eſcape 


at the deſtruction of Feruſalem. © 


Mr. Baxter obſerves ?,- that theſe words of our 
Saviour had a reſpect to the Fews miſery, and 
not to their duty. For their city was taken 
on their fabbath, and their rigid ſabbatiſing en- 

creaſed their calamity. He goes on to quote a 
probable conjecture of Dr. Hammond, who ſays, 
that it was likelier ſpoken of a ſabbath year, 
when both war and famine would come together. 
However, it will be ſufficient that I add, it was 
not eſteem'd proper that the Jewiſh prejudices 
ſhould be ſtrongly attacked whilſt their ſtate con- 
tinued, as they muſt have been by an explicit 
abrogation of their ſabbath : Nevertheleſs it would 
be proper for the objector to prove, that the 
chriſtians, or diſciples of Feſus had any occaſion 
for ſuch a prayer; or that they ſuffered any 
more by Feruſalem*s being deſtroy'd on the ſab- 
bath day, than they would have done had it been 
on any other day: Otherwiſe this text will af- 
ford no aſſiſtance to the cauſe of the ſeventh day 
ſabbath. But if I miſtake not, it does not appear 
from Joſephus) that the chriſtians were any of them 
deſtroy d in that dreadful calamity: Therefore the 
text is nothing at all in favour of the — | 
' 2 See his Paraphraſe on the Place. d See his Divine Ap- 
pointment of the Lord's Day, p. 194, 195. 
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Let us, in che next place, ſee det St. PAUL 
ion was about the obligation of the law of 


- opin 
the ſeventh day ſabbath. 
And in his epiſtle to the Colaſians, hon. i 


Arg 16, 17. he is pretty expreſs; for having in 
the 14th. ver. ſhew'd that Chriſt had blotted out, 


or cancell'd the obligation of all thoſe Jewiſb rites 


and ceremonies which had diſtinguiſhed them from 


the reſt of mankind 3 he here ſays, Let no man 
therefore judge you, i. e. you chriſtians, in meat, 
or in drink, or in reſpet of an holy day, or of the 
new moon, or of the ſabbath, which were only tem- 
porary ſervices or inſtitutions, or, which ſuited the 
\_ Jewiſh æconomy, but at the ſame time were no 
more than the ſhadow is to the ſubſtance, when 
1 with chriſtianity. And, again, 
Rom, chap. xiv. ver. 5, 6. One man eſteemeth one 


day above another, another eſteemeth every day alike : 


Le every man be fully perſuaded in his own mind. 
Which is thus paraphraſed by Mr. Pyle ; The 
<  Fewiſh chriſtian thinks ſome days of the week 
Shave more holineſs: in them than other; the 
© Gentile chriſtian thinks them all alike: For 
| © peace. ſake let every man enjoy ** own ſenti- 
ment. 


Ver. 6. He that regardeth the day r e it 


unto the Lord; and he that regardeth — the day, 
to the Lord be does not regard it; i e. out of 


a full perſuaſion that God * freed him from | 


< all obligation to it . 

So Gat. chap. iv. ver. 10, 11. 7 * dayr, 
and months, and times, and years: I am afraid of 
you, leſt I have beſtowed upon you labour in vain. 9. d. 


II ] perceive you are grown zealous obſervers of the 


FJewiſb ſabbaths, new moons, and feſtivals ; if this 
6 temper continues in you, I fear my labours of con- 
* Ry you to he chriſtian religion are all Joſt b.“ 

Beſide, 


. Pol on the Pace. v Ibid. 5 


3 12M 
 * Beſide, we may add, that as the peculiarities of 
the Jewiſb diſpenſation were but a ſhadow of good 
things to come, conſequently their ſabbaths were but 
typical of that true and ſubſtantial reſt, which 
the goſpel promiſes ; compare Heb. x. ver. 1. with 
nn oe 7 O14 TA. 
From what has already been offer'd, we may, 
 Ithink, fafely conclude, that neither Jeſus Chriſt, 
nor the apoſtle Paul, have recommended to chri- 
ſtians the obſervance of the ſeventh day, as a 
Argument V. I ſhall now conſider theſe argu- 
ments made uſe of by the /abbatiſts in defence of 
the Fewiſh ſabbath, which they build upon our 
„ and his APOSTLES obſervance 

It, . n E N M IN 
And, in the firſt place, they urge, in defence of 
the ſeventh day ſabbath, that our SAVIOUR kept or 
obſerv'd it whilſt he was here upon earth. A little 
acquaintance with the hiſtory of Feſus Chriſt whilſt 
he ſuſtain'd a public character among men, will 
ſhew us, that the falſe ideas the Jews had receiv'd, 
about the expected Maſſiab as a temporal prince 
and deliverer, made it dangerous for our Saviour 
to ſpeak very explicitly about the nature of that 
kingdom he was going to eſtabliſn; and never do 
we find him ſo plain and open in his inſtructions, 
as when morality was the ſubject thereof; for this 
very reaſon it was that he fpoke in parables, and 
with ſo much caution both concerning himſelf, 
and the deſign of his miffion, leſt the multitude 
ſhould be led to make a faction in the ſtate, and 
expoſe him to the animadverfions and reſentments 
of the civil power: — Which of itſelf would ſuf- 
ficiently obviate the difficulty before us, and fully 
ſhew that it was no way proper for him, to ſettle 
ſuch a particular inſtitution of his church, which 
would fo evidently have aboliſh'd an holy — 0 
5 8 „ n e 28. 00 whic 


2 


® 4 8 1 7 * o * 5 8 2 - * FE = , * = * 
22 7 8 * r ar N 7 * " * ; l * „ A ; . 8 
* 528 — a 8 ol <4 [>> : > « + p WETT" > * * * 
TRE 2 - $ e 7 ? bf bY r FR , „„ 3 | 9 r - * is. 
£ * AS". : q * 
ONT WM s * "EN #7 | & * * ” 3 5 $ {3 
- . 3 83 > 
FA "A * e 
7 4 5 W142 - 1 
q bY LET” vg 2 
> 
* 
5 : IK 1 
* * 


— 


on tlie expreſs and poſitive com 


whieh they held in the higheſt ne as Sende! 


their laugiver and King. 


But to the objection I mall 38383 FR. it 


is no wonder that HE did keep: the ſabbath :' Our 
Lord alſo was circumciſed, and kept the puſſover even 


Till che time of his death; that night before he was 


betray d, the ſacred hiſtorians tell us, he actually 
kept the paſſover with his diſciples: Nor do I know, 


chat he ever by any expreſs precept, edict, or 
law abrogated the obſervance of that Jewiſh keſti- | 
val. But will it hence follow, that that inſtitu- 
tion, with which the E of Ifrael had only 
Id be er when 
amore excellent dipenſation! which ſuited all na- 


an immediate concern 


tions was introduced? He, in like manner, fre- 


quented their ſynagogues, and temple, which no 
chriſtian I preſume will offer as a reaſon for their 
continuance, any more than for the manner of 
their worſhip; both of them being in the reaſon 
and relation * chings, plainly aritiquated, and laid 


aſide, as incompatible: with that ſcheme of reli- 


gion, which no where recommends, either by 


Precept or precedent ſuch burthenſom rituals in 


worſhip, or any extraordinary or figurative holi- 
neſs of places: But on the contrary lays the whole 


ſtreſs on fincerity of: inks, 40d unn of 
 worſhip®, [1 
It muſt- { 3 Abart our * came to the 


Jeuiſ nation ſuſtaining the character of a prophet, 


as foretold of him; but notwichſtanding this, it 
is plain it could no way have ſuited with his de- 
ſign, to have introduced thoſe laws and ſettlements 
of his kingdom, which would immediately and o- 
penly have cenſur'd and condemn'd- that ſyſtem 


of: rites, and obſetvances, by which they had all 


been ee kom che reſt of man- 
8 kind, 


u, chap, iv. ver. . 24 45 3 vii. ver. 48, 49, 50. 
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kind, and were conducted or govern'd as a theocra- 
cy. On the other hand, he always addreſs'd them 
with more caution, telling them, that he came not 
to deſtroy the law, and the propbets, but to fulfil 
all righteouſneſs; therefore it would have been 


incongruous with his deſign to have attack'd fo 


early the external and ceremonial part of their 
conſtitution 3 of which they ſeem to have been 
ſo exceedingly tenacious, that even a ſide glance 
at their temple's being deſtroy d, was look*d upon 
_ as a capital crime, and was the only charge brought 
againſt the innocem Jeſus before the Sanbedrim, 
by the two falſe. witnefles, Matth. xxvi. ver. 61. 


Yea, their ſuperſtition had carried them to ſuch 
a preciſe and ſcrupulous exactneſs, as even to a 


tithing of trifling herbs ; altho' at the ſame time 


they expreſſed: an open negle& of judgment and 
of 2 55 love of God, Luke xi. ver. ND uch igno- 


rance and ſuperſtition, prevail'd thro* the Jewiſh 
nation, when the Meſiab appear'd among them 
and therefore it well became the wiſdom of God, 

that the 5 deſign both of the example of Feſus, 


and of his doctrine, ſhould be to reſtore them 


to a due regard to ſuch things as were of eternal 


obligation; for by ſo doing they had leſs room 


to object either againſt him, or his doctrine ; and no 
alarm was hereby given to thoſe prejudices, which 
he would have revived and excited, had he fo 
levell'd his fir ft addreſs at their ceremonial ob- 
ſervances, as to have diſcover'd an expreſs aboli- 
tion of them: For we may eaſily diſcern that 
their prejudices run higheſt in favour of indifferent 
things, or to what was the creatures of their own 
invention: And it is no wonder it was fo, for 
tis has been the. caſe ever ſince,” viz. That the 
Zeal and fury of BIGOTS has always been fed, 
by things entirely foreign to religion, or virtue 


and it could not be otherwiſe, becauſe ſo far as 


E religion, 


> 
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religion, or virtue obtains, no irregular, no dans 
| gerous, dc hurtful paſſion will, or eve can be 


admitted. 


That 1 have not miſrepreſented the Jetos, will 
appear very obviouſly from the ſeveral goſpels; 


nay, it appears in a very ſtrong light, in the 
inſtance already mention'd, wherein the Jes con- 
diemned the diſciples of Jeſus, for plucking a few 


ears of corn on the ſabbath day, tho' it was to 


ſatisfy their hunger. In our Lord's plea for 
them there is diſcover'd the moſt maſterly ſtroke 


of wiſdom ; ſays he, don't you remember how 


. DAVID, one of your worthies, acted in a cafe 
of like neceſſity, viz. when an hungry; he o- 
bliged Abiathar the prieſt to give him, and his 
men of the /hew bread, which was not /awful 
for any to eat but the prieſts? Hereby the di- 


vine prophet ſoftened their reſentments, at the very 


fame. time that he weakened, yea, deſtroy'd the 
reaſon of their complaint. But to proceed, 

That 7%, Chriſt conftantly (or at leaſt fre- 
NN attended their ſynagogues on their ſabbath 


ays was very fit, becauſe at thoſe places, and on 


thoſe ſeaſons, he had the beſt opportunity of giv- 
1 ing his inſtructions to the people; the meaneſt 
of whom were at liberty on thoſe days to at- 

tend inſtruction. | f. 


3 


Again, Had our Lord, or his apoſtles after him, 


appointed the fr/? day of the week to be religi- 


. © ouſly obſerved by all the converts to chriſtianity 
among the Jews, whilft, or during the time their 
ſtate continued, their doctrine would have been 
hereupon objected to by the Jews, as robbing 
them of one of their days of labour; ſo that ſuch 
of their ſlaves, and ſervants, who were convinced 
of the divinity of the chriſtian doctrine, muſt 
have ſuffer*d great inconvenience hereby; their 
infidel maſters not allowing of ſuch receſs: But 


1 the 


— 
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gation of the ſabbath; ſince the obſervance of it 


[27 J. 


the benevolent doctrine of Feſus recommended it- 
| ſelf to mankind in every one of its views, without 
a neceſſary introduction even of one civil inconye- 


nience. On the foundation of ſuch like reaſons 


as theſe, I apprehend, it was, that neither Jeſus 


Chriſt, nor his apoſtles expreſly abrogated the Fe- 


i ſabbath: Nevertheleſs, I have already ſhewn 


that our Saviour has expreſly aſſerted the non- 


moral obligation of the /abbath; and that his 


apoſtle Pau! has as expreſly marked it out as one 
of thoſe diſtinguiſbing inſtitutions, which belong'd 
to the Zewi/p conſtitution.  , | 

From theſe hints, we may diſcern the goodneſs - 
and tender compaſſion of JESUS. in the advice 


he gave, to the Jes in that foremention'd place, 


Matib. xxiv.. ver. 20. ----- but pray ye that your 


flight be not in the winter, neither on the ſabbath 
day; well knowing how much their many pre- 
judices, and ſuperſtitious notions about the holineſs 
F their ſabbath might prove fatal to them, ſince 


the deſtruction of their city and temple was to 
happen thereon. | 


Odea. I know it is objected by the Jab Bs 
ein favour of the ſeventh day ſabbath, that, Luke 


xxiii. ver. 56. is expreſs to their purpoſe: And 


© they reſted, (i. e. the women reſted) the ſeventh 


day according to the commandment. From whence 


-< it 18 infer'd, that theſe holy chriſtian women reſt- 

ed on that day, either, according to the old 
© commandment,—or elſe, according to a new one 
received from Chriſt *. _ | 


What I have already offer'd, I imagine will be 


' ſufficient to ſolve any difficulty ariſing hence: 


Nor can I think it ſo ſurpriſing, that, women 


ſo dear to Jeſus, ſhould be left in the dark, by 


him, with reſpe& to the change, or rather abro- 


Re E'2 8 was 
-  ®. See the Seventh Day the Chriſtian Sabbath, p. 9. 


fa}. N 


was very neceſſary to the ſupport of chriſtianity 


in its infant ſtate among the Jews. Beſides, theſe 


holy thriſtian women were left in the dark by 


their Lord in an affair of much greater im- 


portance, viz. about his reſurrettion; but the 


objection muſt much more ſoſe its force, when 


we conſider how cautiouſly the firſt addreſſes of 
the chriſtian doctrine were made to the ems; On 


which principle St. Paul conducted afterwards, | 


who became all things to all men, that he might 
gain ſome :* On this very account it was that he 


. _ circumciſed Timothy a, viz. that he might take off 


the prejudices. of thoſe Jews againſt him who 


knew that his father was'a Greek: And yet, 1 


humbly: conclude” that circumciſion cannot here- 


upon be recommended as A rite becoming ths 


chriſtian covenant. 


Object. It is again objected, - « It the ſabbath was 
* el, how comes it to paſs that the Jews, 
who made ſuch a ſtir about circumciſion, never 
© offer'd any thing in defence of their chriſtian : 


, ſabbath o? TOES 
] anſwer, becauſe the firſt ene continued 


the obſervance of the ſabbath whilſt the Fewiſh. 
olity laſted, and, therefore, this complaiſance of 


the chriſtians. left no room for any ſuch ſtir a- 


mong the Jes about their /abbath : Beſides, in 


— 


the it mention*d inſtance. of circumciſion, it is 
evident, that the apoſtle laid the oppoſition. of 


_ the Jews by a like complaiſance. But, again, it 
1s highly nd ex that the Fes, or at leaſt the 


Jewiſh, converts, did make \a ftir about their /ab- 

bath, as may appear from thoſe places foremen- 

rion'd at large, Rom, xiv. ver. 5, 6. and Gal. iv. 
ver. r 

Objelk. It is farther objected, that if thoſe ſe- 

6 ', TAY places already refer d to in St. Paul's 

6 epiſtles 


Ad, hap: el "yer: z. : Mr. Cortthwaite's Refledt, p. 42 


ac „ -* 


. . 


r e MY oe 23 975053 44 


; 
{ 
* 
A 


4 


* epiſtle to the Hebrews, chap. iv. (wrote 30 years 


+ after Cbriſt's aſcenſion) the author therein plainly 
_ © ſuppoſes, that the Hebrew chriſtians were then 
+ in the obſervation of the ſeventh day ſabbath*. . 


This (concluſion, I think, need not be deny'd, 


and yet the apoſtle clear'd of contradicting hims 


ſelf. St. Paul, it muſt be own'd in that epiſtle, 
has to do more directly with the Zewi/h, or He- 
brew converts; the deſign of the epiſtle is mani- 


feſtly to ſhew by a compariſon of the chriſtian 


inſtitution, with the Fewiſh, the great advantage 
to be had by the former, in order to animate 


_ theſe converts to a ſteady adherence thereunto, 


in a ſtate and time of perfecution. And, in this 


chapter he ſhews, that by the goſpel they had 


as expreſs a promiſe of reſt in heaven, or the fu- 


ture ſtate, as the eus ever had of Canaan; nay, 


that this ref promiſed by the goſpel was ſuch, 


as not only that reft of Canaan, but even the reſt 


ef God, (on which their /abbath was founded) were 


but typical: Even that REST concerning which 


David ſpoke, and exhorted the e of his 
oſſeſſi 


own day, who were in actual on of Ca- 


naan, not to harden their hearts, left they ſhould 


come ſhort of it, Pſalm xev. ver. 7, — 11. 


Beſides, this was before the deſtruction of Feru- 
ſalem, and, therefore, cannot affect our preſent ar- 


gument; nor prove St. Paul inconſiſtent with him- 


ſelf: But if there was any ſtrength in the objection, 


how much more incoſiſtency would appear in the 
conduct of Paul in circumciſing Timothy; if we com- 

are with ſuch his conduct, what he ſays, Gal. v. 
ver. 2. Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be 
circumciſed; Chriſt ſhall profit. you nothing. 


No other way do I diſcern of reconciling . theſe . 


diffi- 
The Seventh Pay the Chriſtian Sabbath, p. 20. 


epiſtles imply an abrogation of the /abbath, it 
vill ſet St. Paul againſt himſelf, becauſe in his 


£30]. 

Aifficulties; 3 . ſuppoſing] that the obferviciae 
of circumciſion and of the | ſabbath, were only 
comply'd with by the apoſtles in condeſcenſion 
8 the Jewiſb prejudices, by means whereof they 
t with greater acceptance recommend a 
doctrine of the laſt importance to the Fewi/þ 
nation; At the ſame time, they neither of them 
appear to have the leaſt foundation in the laws 


4 and qo; of chriſfiagiry. 
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* ſecond general propoſition, * : that | 


the chriſtians obſervance of one day in 
| ſeven as an holy feſtival, wholly comports 
with thoſe obligations we ſtand in to God, and 
anſwers all thoſe other moral ends that could be 
propoſed by the Fewi/h precept: And that the 


firſt day of the week, they, i. e. chriſtians, moſt 


fitly obſerve, and ſeparate from the other fix, as 
ſacred to ſuch purpoſes. 

The rt part of the propoſition will appear 
true, by comparing the deſign of the Fewifh ob- 
ſervance, with that of the chriſtians  _ 
And the deſign of the Jewiſß obſervance was 


two fold, firſt, the precept intended an hebdomadal 


reſt from labour and ſervile employment both 
for men and cattle With regard to the latter, 
reſt was the abſolute, ſole, and determinate end 
ot the precept. But as to man, it appears, /econdly, 
to have a further view, viz. That by theſe ſtated 
weekly intervals of reſt he ſhould not only receive 
bodily refreſhment, but hereby alſo univerſally 
enjoy a public opportunity of acknowledging the 
relation he, and the whole congregation of 1/rael, 
ſtood in to GOD, as their Former, Saviour, and 
Lord; which, indeed, was the true way of keep- 


ing holy, or ſanctify ing their /abbath ; as hereby 


it became a barrier againſt Polyiheiſm, and Idola- 
try: To render which deſign the more effectual, 
they had priefts, | ſacrifices, and a tabernacle ap- 
pointed. Conformable to this, the chriſtians 
_ obſervance of one day in ſeven, by a ceſſation 
from all ſervile labour, and employment, and ſpent 


in acts of worſhip and homage to the ſupreme 


Being 
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Being, comports well with every obligation the 
Jewißß precepr can . char! is either reaſona- | 


ble, or moral. 


T am next to prove; that, tie fig dey of the 


week, and not the ſeventh, is mot fitly obſery'd 


by. .chriſtians as an holy feſtival, _ 
I ove already ſhewa that the reaſons on which 


the bye precept were founded, are ſyperſeded 2 


riftian covenant, or. inſtitution I now 
"hat foraſmuch as the ſeventh day. ſabbath, 


add, 2 SIGN between God and the Jeus, of their 


being his peculiar people; under the oſpel, God 


is not known to us as the. God of Abrabam, 


Lac, and Jacob, who brought the children of 
How. gut, of Egypt; but as the God and Father 

our Lord Feſus Chriſt, in whom he is recon- 
eiling all men, che whole human world untohim- 
ſelf, and ſo diſcovering himſe] to be the common 
Father of all; Je Cbriſt by his mediation and 
doctrine having broken down the wall of parti- 


tion between Few and Gentile, and fully prov'd, 


that there i Is. now no treaty of partition, no co- 
venant of peculiatity ; and conſequently, no fg 
of duch treaty, ot covenant, now is, or can be in 


force. And hence it follows. alſo, that the fr/t 


day is more Properly, obſerv'd' by chriſtians than 
the / ſeventh. 


Again, "Another feaſon of the ee of the 
Few ſabbath, was their deliygrarice out of E. 


e bondage. 

But St. Paul deſcribes the. Ata of Jeſus 
"Chriſt from the dead, to be a deliverance of man- 
kn univerſally, 4.e: as far as his goſpel Is 
known and believed, from every of thoſe diſtreſſing 
flaviſh fears, which aroſe from men's uncertainty 
about the after- ſtate, and which otherwiſe woul 
have kept in bondage the whole n wh 

ee, 
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See; - this. purpoſe, Heb. ii. ver. 14, 15. com- 


| par d with 2 Tim. i. ver. 10. 


Again, The Fewiſh precept came RAS | 


from the conſideration: of God's having reſted from 
the works of creation on the ſeventh day. 


But, the revelation of Jeſus repreſents the ſame _ 
Word. of the Father, by which he. created the 
world, as having enter'd upon his reſt from thoſe 
fatigues, and labours he underwent in fle/þ as our 


exemplar; and this his entrance upon it he de- 
ſcribes as having been on the firf# day of the 
week. It ſays, indeed, that he lay in the grave 
all the Fewiſh Sabbath, but this inſtead of eftabliſh« 
— rather ſeerns to throw a mournful gloom 
the obſervance of the ſeventh day. Oh! 
— penſive? how melancholy ? how diſtracted? 
an the minds of his cx Fete have been on chat 
day! _ 
Obe It may here be objected, that if the 


fourth precept in the decalogue be abrogated, 
then, we have no authority left, for the obſervance 
of any ſtated weekly day, as holy, or ſeparate | 


from the other & days. 

To which I anſwer, it is plain, that, there could 
be nothing in the reaſon or nature of things, 
that could make the ſeventh day of any week, 
more holy than the ſixth, or the fifth, or any 
of the reſt, and could only become ſo diſtin- 
guifned by a poſitive appointment: For as time 
of which any. day is compounded, is nothing 
but duration, or a ſucceſſion of moments, which 
in themſelves differ not in the leaſt from each 


other; but only become prophane, or more ſa- 


cred, ſtrictly ſpeak ing, as they are ill, or well 
uſed by us: Hence it appears to me, that, if the 
Jewiſe precept can yet be urged as of any force 
among chriſtians, it can only be defended on our 
devoting a ſeventh part of our time, or oze day 

in 
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in the bebdomadal revolution to pious and religi- 


13 2 purpoſe 5 And, indeed, I muſt confeſs, | that, 
as our weeks divide our time to ſo great an ex- 


actneſs, and as God may be conſider'd as the ſo- 
vereign diſpoſer of our time, it thence ſeems 
highly reaſonable that we ſhould devote at leaft, 
a ſevenib part of it, to ſacred purpoſes: And al- 
tho' the Jewiſb ſabbath appears to be abrogated, 
yet as it ſeems to have been given to them as 
a privilege or bleſſing to their community, we 
may reaſonably expect that the chriſtian inſtitu- 
tion will leave us ſomething as uſeful and bene- 
ficial in its ſtead; en when we conſider 
that it has actually done ſo in other inſtances. 
The Fews had circumciſion as an external ſign, 
and ſeal of the covenant they were in with God: 
Inſtead of which, chriſtianity has provided baptiſm 
as a more extenſive /ign and ſeal: . The Fews had 
the great feaſt of the paſſover, as a memorial of 
God's interpoſing for them as their deliverer : 
Chriſtianity; has inſtituted the euchariſt as a ſtand- 
ing memorial of the love, and interpoſal of JE. 
SUS CHRIST our Deliverer and Saviour. | 
But, more poſitively, the chriſtian revelation has 
pointed out another day of the week, and not 
the ſeventh, to be obſerv'd as an holy feſtival, and, 
that is the day of the reſurrefion of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
which I ſhall anon prove to be ihe moſt important 
event they have to commemorate 3 and then I 
ſhall ſhew, that the firſt chriſtians, as well as the 
bulk of chriſtians in all ages, have underſtood it 
ſo, and practiſed accordingly. e 
Object. But, I muſt firſt mention another ob- 
jection of the ſabbatiſts, and that is, they ſay 
that by a change of the /eventh day to the firſt 
there is a day loſt, and conſequently a non- 
compliance with the expreſs letter of the fourth 
vah +15. 29. 7 een e com- 
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© commandment, as it demands a ſeventh of time, 


6 or days, as ſacred to God.“ | 1M 
Not to take notice of the inequalities diſcovera- 
ble in our ſolar revolutions, which notwithſtand- 
ing the Ful ian, and Gregorian corrections, are not 
yet exactly reduced to any common ſtandard; 1 


ay, not to mention this, which would itſelf prove 


enough: I ſhall obſerve, that ſuch a loſs as the 
objection ſuppoſes, in the revolution of time, is 
ſo ſmall, that the fraction can ſcarce be aſſigned; 
nor was it poſſible, but that more than this pro- 

ortion muſt have been loſt by the Fews in their 


_ weekly obſervances, as well as by the ſabbatiſts 


now. e 
But ſuch a loſs of time cannot be charged on 
the firſt chriſtians, altho' they appear to be the 
only perſons chargeable z- becauſe, for ſome con- 
ſiderable time, they religiouſly obſerv*'d both the 
ſeventh, and the firſt days of the week. 

Again, If ſuch a punctilio as is here contended 
for by the objection, would render men culpable 


before God, as is the caſe before us, viz. the loſs 


of one day in ſeventeen hundred years: We 
might very emphatically ſay, O Lord! Who can 
ſtand before thee? But, on the other hand, when 
we conſider what reaſons are aſſignable for ſuch 
a change, we may with confidence look in the 
face of our Judge, and acknowledge that he him- 
ſelf has marked out the change for us; and in an 
eſpecial manner has honour'd the obſervance of the 
firſt day by his preſence, and bleſſing. 2 
To proceed, fince I have intimated, that, the 

reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt from the dead was an 
event of the greateſt importance to chriſtians, it 
will be proper in order to prove it, that I, fr ff, 
ſtate ſuch objections of the ſabbatiſts as have an 
immediate relation to the ſubjece. 
: x - | Ob- 


ö R ö F N FT 99 88 * ED) Cl 
p - 7 7 £5 WL! 3 — 1" Ws 1 83 A e * oy 
7 WS 2 INE 221 * : 2 EF 5 1 . * FR 9 * 8 


e | 
Obj. Firſt, They aſk, why not the day 
| . © of the week obſerv'd as ſacred on which Chriſt 
© was” born, ſince this was the neceſſary founda- 
tion of the whole ſuperſtructure ? Or, ſecondly, 
hy not the day of his ſufferings? on which 
_ © fo much ſtreſs is laid in the New Teſtament, 
and on which he himſelf ſaid, IT 1S FINISH- 
ED 1 20 e | 
To the #7 I reply, that had this been the 
caſe, then indeed the reaſon for the obſervance 
of the Jewiſß /abbath would have appear'd with 
greater propriety than that on which the chriſtian 
feſtival was founded, inaſmuch as the Jewiſb ob. 
| ſervance 1s urged as an imitation of the Logos, 
who reſted when he had finiſhed: his work; and 
not upon his laying the foundation, or on any ſub- 
ſequent progreſs in his work: Conformably here- 
unto is the chriſtian's obſervance grounded with 
as great propriety on their SAVIOUR's entering 
upon his REST, after having finiſhed the whole 
labour and fatigue of his work: And conſequently 
would have been unfitly fixed on his birth. 
As to the ſecond Queſtion, which reſpects the 
day of his crucifixion; that this could not be ſo 
proper a day for a weekly commemoration, I 
ſhall attempt to prove. And I would obſerve, that 
that his ſaying, It is finiſbed, reſpected the whole 
of his ſufferings from the hands of his enemies, 
as being actually at an end: But the grand con- 
firmation of his miſſion was yet behind; for had 
we heard no more of him, he would have been 
eſteem'd an impoſtor, inaſmuch as he himſelf had 
propheſy*d of his own perſonal reſurrection, and, 
therefore, it was abſolutely neceſſary in order to 
encourage his diſciples, and enforce his doctrine, 
that he ſhould riſe again on the third day, ac- 
cordingly as he had propheſy'd. 


Ys Be- 
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Beſides, had a weekly day of commetorktion . 


took its date from his ſufferings, and been en- 


join'd on that foundation, the inſtitution would 
have been laid in a ſcene of the deepeſt melan- 


choly; according to Jobn xvi. ver. 20, 21, 22. 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, that ye ſhall weep 


and lament, But the world ſhall rejoice : | And 5e 
ſhall be forrowful, but your ſorrow fhall be turned 
into joy, &c. q. d. the ſubject of my death can 
only make you ſorrowful, but on my riſing again 


from the dead, your ſorrow ſhall be ſuperſeded, 
and the traces of it be wholly loſt, even as a woman 


remembers no more the anguiſh of her travel- 


ing pangs, for joy that a man is born into the 
world. | 2 0 


Mr. Baxter quotes Dr. Heylin as ſaying, that, 
it was only the eaſtern churches next the Jet, 
who for a time kept both the ſeventh and firſt. 
days of the week; but not the weſtern, who ra- 
ther turned the /abbath, or the ſeventh day, (that 


is to ſay, the day on which Chriſt lay in his 


grave) into a faſt*® And if ſo, what would the 
whole body of chriſtians have done, or how be- 
hav'd otherwiſe on a weekly commemoration of . 
his agonies and crucifixion? | 8 
I deny not, but, that there are ſeveral texts 
of ſcripture which lay a ſtreſs on the death 
and ſufferings of Chriſt, and repreſent them as 


having purchaſed, - juſtified, redeemed, and 


as, Ats chap. xx. ver. 28. Rom. v. ver. 9, 
Epb. i. ver. 7. Col. i. ver. 20. 1 John i. ver. 7. 


„n. verdi | | = 
- Notwithſtanding all this, I will yet venture to 
affirm, that his reſurrection from the dead, is, that 
- 55 2 | grand 

Baxter on the Sabbath, p. 28, 29, PÞCormthwaite's 
Reflect. p. 31. 8 C | 


cleanſed us; yea, and reconcil'd us to God, 
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his apoſtles recommend the chriſtian. ſcheme to 


the acceptance of mankind : Our Saviour foretels - 


his own reſurrection, Jobn ii. ver. 19. Deſtroy 
this temple and in three days Iwill raiſe it up. 

Compar'd with Matth.-chap. xxvi. ver, 61. Again, 
Jobn vii. ver. 33. Let a little while I am with 
you (lays Jeſus to the Jes) and then I go to him 
that, ſent me. John xiv. ver. 20, --- At that day, 


i. e. when I have triumphed over death and the. 


rave, ye Hall know, i. e. ye my diſciples, ſnall 
4 that I am in the Father, and you in me, 


and I in you. Chap. xvi. ver. 16. A little time, and 


WL Gall not ſee me, (becauſe the grave would hide 
him for a ſpace ;) and again, a little while and e 
Hall fee me, becauſe 1 go to the Father. And, in 


Job xi. ver. 25. he ra! himſelf expreſly, the re- 
ſurrefjon and the life. Lo the ſame purpoſe, Jobn 


chap. iii. ver. 31, 32. Now is the, Son of man 
glorified, and God is glorified in him ; if God be glori-- 
Fed in bim, God ſhall alſo glorify him in himſelf, 


aud ſpall firaightway glorify. bim. More expreſly, 
Jobn chap. x. ver. 17, 18. Therefore does my Father. 


love me, * 4 lay down my life, that 1 might 
take it again and 
I have power to take it again, this commandment , or 
power have I received from my Father. Now it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that the Father loved Chriſt, 
merely becauſe he laid down his life, that he might 
take it again; No; the reaſon. of his love, was 
rather becauſe of that his extraordinary perſonal 
reſurrection from the dead, by which he would 
give the greateſt credit and — to his miſſion, 


and inconteſtably prove that he received his cre- 


dentials from God. 

In like manner, the apoſtles allo very emphati- 
cally refer to this event. St. PETER, Ads ii. 
ver. 32. This 28 (faith he) bath God yes up, 
where- 


cms. which. dow hots him. 


4,2 
whereof we are all witneſſes. Ver. 36. compar'd. 
Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, 
that God hath made that ſame Jeſus whom ye have 
_ erucify'd both Lord and Chriſt. 
So Ads iii. ver. 26. Unto you firſt, God having 
raiſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you, &c. 
And again, As iv. ver. 10. Peter declares to 
the Zewi/ſh-court, - that, by the name of Jeſus of 
Nazareth, whom they bad crucify'd, whom God 
had raiſed from the dead, he, and John had bealed 
the impotent man. 5 
Noay, it is very remarkable, that the extraordi- 
nary gifts of the Spirit, or power of God, beſtow'd 
on the apoſtles and firſt chriſtians, were diſpenſed 
or imparted in order to confirm the truth and cer- 
tainty of the reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt ; ſee to 
this purpoſe, Ads iv. v. 31, 32.--- And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they ſpake the 
word of God with boldneſs ---- and with great power 
gave the apoſtles witneſs of the reſurrection of the 
Lord Jeſus. Agreeably to which, St. Paul ſays, 
Rom. i. ver. 4. That Jeſus Chriſt is declared, de- 
termined, or proved, to be the Son of God, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, but in a moſt remark- 
able manner, by his reſurrection from the dead, 
which was a fulfilment and completion of thoſe 
prophecies refer*d to in ver. 2. Ls 
Ads xiii. ver. 32, 33. In St. Paul's exhortat ion 
to the church at Antioch, he ſays, And we declare 
unto you. the goſpel, i. e. glad tidings, or the good 
news, bow that the promiſe which was made unto 
the Fathers, God hath fulfilled the ſame unto us their 
children in that he hath raiſed up Jeſus again, &c. 
Note, the fulfilment of the great goſpel, promiſe 
is expreſly. ſaid to be made by the reſurrection of 
Feſus ; or, that his reſurrection from the dead is 
. the goſpel, or, the ſubſtance of thoſe glad tidings 
the apoſtle had to declare to the church at Antioch. 
e 8 ä Again, 
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fe ain, In that famous oration he deliver'd in 
the court at Athens, he ſays, As xvii. ver. 30,31, 


God commanideth all men, every where to repent ; be- 
. cauſe he hath appointed a day, in the'which by will 


Judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he 
bath ordained ;, whereof he halb given aſſurance to 
all. men, in that he hath raiſed; him from the dead. 


Hence, I thiok, it appears plain, that St. Paul 


. thought the reſurrection of Chriſt, a neceſſary and 
convincing proof of a future judgment; as well 


as of Feſus Chris being the appointed Judge. 


Beſides, had it not been for his reſurrefion, 


he could not have been ſaid to have deſtroy'd him 
that had the power of death; nor to have deli- 
vered them from the bondage of ſuch a-ſlaviſh 


fear, which the thoughts of death had ſub- 


jected them unto; but by. his reſurreZion he has 


aboliſhed death, that is, as the Greek word may 
be render'd, he has made void the dominion of death, 
2 Tz. i. ver. 10. This, conqueſt Jeſus Chriſt ef- 
fectually obtain'd by his reſurrection, as be © thereby 


brought. life and immortality to light. 
. Again, Even the figure itſelf. made uſe of Rom. 
chap. vi. ver. 4. lays. the emphaſis on his reſur- 


rection; buried with bim by baptiſm into death, 


that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even ſo. we. alſo ſhould 


walk in newneſs of life. Ver. 8, and 9. Now if 


. we be dead. with Chriſt we believe. that we ſhall 
alſo live with him: Knowing that Chriſt being 
raiſed from the dead, dieth ub more, death hath 
no more dominion over him; From whence I draw 


this concluſion, that as death was the rate or 


. wages of Jin; ſo in our deliverance, from death 
conſilts our freedom, i. e. our pardon, our remiſſion, 
juſtiſication, redemption, and peace: But this our 
deliverance from death, the goſpel fully proves. to 


be the natural, genuine, and certain effect of 
Chrift's 


— 
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Chris reſurreffion from the dead: Dinſoqu — 
Chriffs reſurrection is an event of the great 
importance to chriſtians. 

From a view like this it 18, that t. Paul con- 
cludes, that if Chrift was not riſen from the dead, 
his prear bing was vain, and their faith vain, they 


were yet in their fins; even the believing Corin- 0 


tbians who. were nec and ſanfiified.” 1 Cor. vi. 
ver. 11. even of theſe he ſays, that they ere yet 
in their fins if Christ was not riſen, x Cor: xv. ver. 
14, 17, Becauſe had that been the caſe, they 
would have been yet expoſed to death, the 2 
ſet upon in. 

Again, The day of Chriss pete is called, 
by God, the day of his being begotten by him, 
Adds xiii ver. 33. God bath fulfilled the promiſe made 
to the fathers, even to us, in that he hath raiſed up 
Jeſus again, as it is written in the ſecond Pſalm, Thot 
art my Son this day have 1 begotten thee, comp. 
Heb. i. ver. 5. For unto which of the: angels ſaid 
be at any time, thou art my Son, ibis day have 
Thegotten thee, And, again, when God thus brought 
bis fir begotten into the: world, he ſaith, And let 
all the angels of God worſhip bim. HBeſides, at 
this event, (viz. of his reſurrection) he received 

at inveſtifure of all power and dominion; as head 
bo the body, the church, according® to Col. is 
ver. 18. Ard he is the head of the bedy; the cburehʒ 
obo is the beginning, the firſt born fm the dead: 
That in all ee or among all, bt fight baut 
the S0 in 1 Cor. xv. ver. 20. the 
apoſtle fays; But mow is Chrif riſen from the dead, 
and — the firſt fruits, or firſt begotten of 
God from Hades, or from the ſtate of the dead; 
and thus he became the earnef, "pledge, and ſe- 
curity of the reſurrection of the . human 
race: Under whoſe dominion, and care all men 
are aid by the F not Wee in this pro- 
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5 bationary life, but alſo in ho" aſter the ale 


ſtate. 
Thus 1 have eG to prove, that the 
refurrettion. of | Feſus Cbriſt, was that moſt im- 
portant event, on which chriftians have very. juſtly 
grounded their obſervance of a - weekly Ladival. 
Which brings me next to prove, that the apoſtles, 
and Art chriftians, did actually obſerve ſuch a 
feſtival day; and that it has been the grncral; 
and uniform uſage of the church ever ſince. 
But, before I enter directly on this proof, [ 


ſhall fir ſtate, and then anſwer: an — 


made by the ſabbatiſts, againſt the fir day of 
the week's being the day of Chriſt's gira ien 


Queſt. How ſhall we prove that Jeſus Chriſt 


+ aroſe on the Airſt day of the week? The wo- 
4 mens coming in at the end of the ſabbath, 
« . Matth. xxvjii. ver. 1. and finding him already 
« riſen, ,- will never Frans Sur decide this 
ky queſtion 3 becauſe for any thing that appears 
+6 the, contrary, he: might as well ariſe» on the 


65 © ſeventh, as on the fir day of the week 


Hence it would be pretty difficulc to determine 
n what day of mo week, it was on which 
he aroſe? “ 

In order to make a diſtin reply, 1 ſhall, frÞ, 


inſert the expreſs account as given by the four | 


writers of the life of Chriſt relating to this event. 
And St. MATTHEW s ſtands thus, Marth. 
xxviii. ver. 1. In the end of the ſabbath, as it began 
jo datum towards the firſt day of the week; came Mary 
| r vnd the other: er to fo the ſepul- 
ebre. Aids {6180330 2 
St. MARK * 1 xvi. ver. 1. And when the 
S abbath was paſt, Mary Magdalen, and Mary 


the Oe! of Tg ane . bought ſpices 
Bo”: „ Vin. O! 28 5 ba 


4 The Seventh Day of the Week the Chriſtian Sabbath, p. 13. 
and Mr. Gornthwaite's Reflect. p. 32. 
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that they might come and anoint him, and very early | 


in the morning, the firſt day of the week; they cams: 
unto the ſepulchre at the riſing of the ſun. 
St. LUKE's, chap. xxiv. ver. 1. Now upon the 
firſt day of the week, very early in the morning, 
they came unto ' the ſepulchre, kee. 
St. FOHN's, chap. xx. ver. 1. The firſt day of 
the weel cometh Mary Magdalen, early, when it. - 
was: yet dark, unto the ſepulehre, &c. { 
From all which accounts thus much is plain, 
that none of them knew that he was riſen before- 
the Sr day of the wenn. 
But left this ſhould be thought inſufficient to 


| ſatisfy an objector, I ſhall add ſuch reaſons and 
_ circumſtances as will amount to a proof, that he 


did not riſe: before the irt day of the week 
And, ;firft, had he riſen before the firft day of 
the week, his own prediction would have been 
falſe, Jobn ii. ver. 18, 19. Deftroy this temple, 
(ſays he, pointing to his body) and in three days I 


will raiſe it Up.. Now St. Luke tells us, chap. xxiii. 


ver. 44. That it was about the ſixth hour, i. e. about 
nine o* clock in the morning, when they cruei- 
fy'd Feſus: And in ver. 53. That Joſeph having 
begged the body of Pilate, took it down and buried 


it, and, that that day was the preparation, and the- 


ſabbath drew on: Hence it is plain, that all this 
muſt have been tranſacted on the fxth day of the 
week ; therefore, according to his own prediction, 
he could not riſe till the ft day; for had he riſen 


on the ſeventh, he might then with more propriety - 
and truth have ſaid, that in two days he would 
raiſe up that body or temple ſo deſtroy'd. 


What is more full and expreſs to my purpoſe - 
is Matth. xxviii. ver. 2. which ſays, And behold” 
there was a great earthquake, for the angel of the 
Lord deſcended from heaven, and came and rolled 


back the ſtone from the door, ti. e. of the ſepul- 


chre, 


* 


3 „„ 
chre, and ſas upun it. The Greek words, o«oges . 
Lias; tranſlated, a great earthquake; Dr. S. Clarke 7 
renders, a great trembling; and ſuppoſes it to be 9 
 _ ecealioned by the angel's rolling back the ſtone, ( 
_ * which: trembling and noiſe the women felt and | 
heard, whilſt they were coming to the fepulchre, 
and probably were conſulting how they ſhould 
get it rollad away. And, 1 think, the text wilt 
plainly, and without ftraining bear ſuch à ren. 
 Cering 3: And there was a great eartbquake, for the 
angel rolled back the ſtone, &c. Nor is it at all pro- 
bable that Chriſt was riſen before this rolling 
away of the ſtone 3 the hiſtorian plainly tells us, 
that thus the heavenly miniſters were fent, to give 
attendance to the refarretion of the HEIR OF 
ALL THINGS, their Lord, and our Tord. 
Zut further, It conſiſted not with that tender 
compaſſion that J %s bore to his diſciples, who 
were now under the preſſure of ſo much grief, 
that he ſhould leave them thus dejected and in 
ſuſpenſe, any longer than was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary: For had he riſen as ſoon as buried, and 
none had knowu it, it could have had no efficacy 
or influence at all upon the minds of his diſci- 
ples: But their #74 information of his being riſen, 
as L ohſer wid before, was not before the Huf day 
of the week, and the circumſtances of this their 
information were the immediate attendants of his 
riſing 3 from whence I conclude that Fejus Chriſt 
neither did, nor could riſe on the ſeventh day of 
the week, but muſt have riſen only on the „rt. 
But. to put it beyond all doubt, our Saviour 
himſelf tells his diſciples even after he was riſen 
from the dead, that the day of his reſurrection 
Was on the third day of his death, Euke xxiv. 
ver. 46. which muſt have been on the firſt day 
of the week, as has been already prov'd ® 
El might have added the expreſs teſti f St, Paul ; ſee 
« bw = TE * * Pa 
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, Argument III. I now proceed to ſhew; that the 
” apoſtles and fr chriftians did, in fact, obſerve 
: the fr day of the week as a chriftian feſtival, 
} And, firſt, let it be obſerv'd that, our Saviour; 
| on the day of his reſurrection, appear'd to his diſci- 


\ 


4 

l _ ples, to Mary Magdalen, Mark xvi. ver. 9. Aud 

t fo two others of bis diſciples, ver. 12. After that, 

1 on the ſame day, to the eleven apoſtles, ver. 14. 

5 And again, it is ſaid, John xx. ver. 26. That after 

eight days they were within, and Thomas witb 

* them, then came Jeſus and gave them bis peace, or 

= bleſſing: I apprehend we may reckon the day of 

M his reſurrectian as one of the eight, which will 

ö determine it to be rhe next fr# day of the week, 
the Fewifp idiom will allow it; for as great licence 

' as this is took in ſeveral places of their feriptures ; 

v for inſtance, Gen. ii. ver. 2. And on the ſeventh 

; God ended bis work; but no ſabbatiſt will allow 
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| (1 imagine) that he perform'd any part of his 
: work of creation on the ſeventh day; altho' it is | 
ö expreſly ſaid that he ended his work on the ſe- | 
* .  venith day. Again, Deut. xv. ver. 1, 2, 3. At the 


end of every ſeven years thou ſhalt make a releaſe ; 
| 3 4 it Any: | hs be —— ſo as it is ex- 
preſsꝰd, viz. at the end, becauſe the ſeventh year, was 
| do be a whole entire year of releaſe, comp. ver. 9. 
So Dent. xiv. ver. 28. At the end of three years; 
is to be underſtood, in the third year, chap. xxvi. 
ver. 12. compared. e 1 WL 
Object. It is objected by the ſabbatiſs, that as 
forty days intervened between the reſurrection of 
* * our Lord, and the time of his aſcenſion, that 
therefore, it is reaſonably to be - fuppoſed, that 
© he appear'd to his diſciples frequently on other 
days of the week; becauſe there could have 
been but ſix „ut days in the forty, and m_ 
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© bly but five, 46d that the third: of his appear- 


* ances was when ſeven of his diſciples were em- 
* ploy'd in fiſhing 3. and conſequently appear. 


{s ances to them don't ſeem at all to eſtabliſh the 


< obſervance of any one day *.* 


I grant it is not improbable that our Saions 
did converſe with his diſciples on more than five, 
or fix days in the forty: But then, it is obſer. 
vable, that the 7 firſt times are recorded as 

on the fir/? day of each week; on which days the 
diſciples don't foem by the hiſtorians to have 
been employ'd about their ſecular affairs; nor is 
the day of his third appearance numerically diſtin- 

guiſhed, by firſt, or ſeventh; and, therefore, in 
all probability, was a common day, they being 


. about their common affairs thereon. 


ut further, methinks, we may gain ſome fur- 
ther light into this ſubject from St. Paulè, who 
tells us, that after this, be was ſeen of abou five 
hundred brethren at once; which in all probabi- 


lity, muſt have been on a day ſeparated, and 
marked out by our Lord, for ſuch a public, and 


general convention: At which aſſembly, it is 
more than probable, that there were none of the, 


unconverted Fews preſent; nor is it at all likely 
that there were any ſuch Jews at any other of thoſe 
bis appearances, wherein his buſineſs was immedi- 
ately with his diſciples, i. e. to inſtruct, and inform 


them in the nature of his kingdom; and to aſſign them 
the part they were to act under him, in their ſeveral 


provinces: And hence it will follow, pretty plain, 
that this grand convention could not have been 


at any of their ſynagogues, or public places of 


worſhip, nor on the Jewiſß ſabbath ; becauſe, on 
that day the Jes frequented all ſuch places of 
worſhip: And hence, I imagine, that this five 


* muſt have been conven'd on the firſt dey 


. The Seventh Day the Chriſtian Sabbath, pag. 145 1 1 
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of the week alſo. But further, the apoſtle ſeems 
to have fixed the number of our Saviour's ſpecial 
appearances to five, which he has diſtinguiſhed as 
follows; firſt, to Cepbas ; ſecondly, to the twelve; 
| thirdly, to 500. brethren at once; fourthly, to 
Fames ; fifthly, to all the apoſtles: Which five 
times may probably be ſo many of the fix firſt 
days, which there could only be in the forty 3 
a firſt day beginning that forty. It is true, St- 
Paul mentions his, i. e. Chriſ/”s, being ſeen of 
himſelf, but that being confeſſedly long after the 
aſcenſion, will not in the leaſt affect the remark. 
Jo proceed, Secondly, That day of Pentecoſt on 
which the Spirit was given in ſo miraculous a man- 
ner was on the firſt day of the week: Men of 
all nations having an opportunity, on that grand 
. Tewiſh feſtival, of obſerving the divinity of the 
doctrine of Jeſus atteſted in ſo remarkable a man- 
ner, as by the gift of tongue. 
© # Mr. Baxter obſerves *, that Dr. Heylin allows, 
that the day on which the Holy Ghoſt was given, 
? was the fir/t day of the week; and that the 
© church*s obſervation of Whit/unday as the day, 
and that ſo early as Epipbanius, (and many 
. © others ſay as from the apoſtles) ſeems a cre- 
| © dible hiſtory of it: Navy, Secondly, That it is 
agreed on, that the Paſſover that year fell on 
» © the ſabbath day, and that Pentegoſt was fifty days 
© after the Paſſover, therefore it muſt fall on the 
* firſt day of the week.“ The manner of their ſet- 
tling this feaſt, we have in Deut. xvi. ver. 9. 
Seven 4weeks thou ſhalt number unto thee : Begin to 
number the ſeven weeks from ſuch time as thou be- 
ginneſt to put the ſickle to the corn; compare Lev. 
chap. xxilt. ver. 11.— On the morrow after the 
ſabbath the prieſt ſhall wave the ſheaf before the 
Lord; ver. 15. and 16. And ye hall count unto 
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morrow after the ſabbath as the firſt day included 


in your reckoning, ſeven ſabbaths ſhall. be compleat, 
even unto the morrow. after the ſeventh ſabbath ſalt 


ye number fifty days. . 


— 


N 
ally did fall out this year on the fir/t day of the 


week ; the diſciples. being met together in great 
numbers on that day, and on ſeveral other pre- 


ceding firſt days, will prove their religious obſer- 


vation thereof, at leaſt as much as their going 
to the Jewiſb ſynagogues on the /eventh, will prove 
their regard to that day; and at the ſame time 
is attended with this greater advantage with re- 


$99 to the firſt day, as it received a greater 


ctity by the effuſion of che Holy Spirit thereon: 


To this purpoſe, ſays. Dr. John Owen; when 
the Lord Chriſt intended conſpicuouſly to build 
his church, upon the foundation of his works 
and reſt, by ſending the Holy GBaſt with his mi- 
© raculous gifts on the apoſtles, he did it on this 


But fince, the ſabbatifes will not allow that theſe 


extraordinary bleſſings vouchſafed the fir/t chriſti- 
ans on the fir/t days, does at all eſtabliſh the obſer» 
vance of the PS day chriſtian feſtival; methinks, 
it would be ſomewhat material if they could ſer 
- againſt theſe, ſome other as extraordinary bleſſings, 

| X#ejopala, or gifts, communicated to the chri/ti- 
ans on the ſeventh day; which day they aſſert 
was obſerv'd by them as the chriſtian fabbath : 


But ſince they cannot, I confeſs the fir/t day 


appears to me to have been deſignedly made 
conſpicuous, as being dignify'd with the moſt ſur- 
priſing marks, and enligns of honour. | 


_ Again, Acts xx, ver. 7. And upon the firſt day 
of the week when the diſciples came together to break. 
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read, Paul preached to them,” ready to-depart on 


the morrow,. and continued his ſpeech until midnight. 


Mia Tov gde Caren, I think, all allow to be rightly, 


render d, the firſt day of the week, and, therefore 
I ſhall take the text as it ſtands, and apprehend, 


that it is another inſtance of the firſt chriſtiaus 


obſervance of the firſt da. 
Againſt which ſenſe of the text there are 
the following objections, as, fiſt, That here are 


© two circumſtances. which plainly ſhew this meet- 


© ing to have been occaſional: The one is, Paul's 


© readineſs to depart on the morrow never to ſee 
them more. The other is, that this meeting was 
* evidently in the evening, and held almoſt all 
night, and therefore was not deſign'd as a pre- 
cedent for ſabbath worſhip*.* | 


® 3. x * 


In anſwer to which I would remark, that St. 
Paul, with his companions, abode at Troas ſeven 
days, ver. 6. But we have no account of their meet- 
ing together to break bread, on any one of the 
ſeven days, but only on the fr/t; which is very 
emphatically expreſſed, and upon the firſt day of 
the week, when the diſciples came together to break 
bread, &c. Nor does it appear to have been ſo 
occaſional as to prove it was not deſign'd as a 
precedent for a religious obſervance of the fr/# 
day of the week: For the farewel ſermon Paul 
gave them, appears to have been after the other 
ſolemnities of the day were over: And his readi- 
neſs to depart on the morrow, was the very rea- 
ſon, or occaſion, of this his ſpeech, or ſermon, con- 
tinuing till midnight; but by no means can be 
prov'd to be the occaſion of their meeting to- 
gether to break bread: On the contrary, the very 
manner of the expreſſion repreſents ſuch meetings 
on the fir/t day of the week, as familiar, and 
1 1 | com- 
The Seventh Day the Chriſtian Sabbath, p. 17. and Mr. 
Corntbwaite's Reflect. p. 35, 36. 8 5 
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common. I conf, it 1 no way unlikely but that 


Paul preached to them, and inſtructe 5 as 
he had 6 opportunity on the other . * day 1 

, chi firſt 2 ſeems to have been ck pu 77 
feſtival, inaſmuch as they met on this day to break 
bread, which was a diftinguiſhing badge of chriſtian 
communion. Agreeable to which, Juffin Martyr 
(Auguſt. Epiſt. 118.) ſays of his time, that on the 


day called alter, there is an aſſembly of all 


pra whether living in city, or country: And 
uſe of their conſtant breaking of bread on this | 

day, it was called dies paris *, 
Again, Another inſtance of ſuch obſetyaiice, we 


have 1 Cor. xvi. ver. 2. Upon the firſt day of the 


week, let ary one of you lay by him in Bore as God 
| 7 proſpered im, that there be 10 gatherings when 
come. 
To which it is objefteds, „„ That here is not ſo 
much as an aſſembling together mentioned, but 


© the contrary is plainly imply*d by the apoſtle* EL 
* adviſing the Corimibian chriſtians, not to contri- 


A bute at a church collection, by? zo lay up in ſtore 
by himſelf; or at home, as ſome ancient ver- 
« ſions expreſs it, what he found upon the com- 
* putation of his weekly gain <— he could afford 
© to give towards the relief of the diſtreſſed ſaints 
at Jeruſalem, that ſo their charity might be 
ready when Paul came: So that if the Greek 


« here be rightly tranſlated, F/ da p F the week, 


« this paſlage plainly proves the firſt day of the 
« Week was then reckoned a proper day for 
« ſons to caft up their accounts on, to ſee — 


God had proſper'd them; and cen was 


not 255 a ſabbath. 
To 


Pr. Owen's 8 p. 489. Ba » The "ER Day the 


* Sabbath, p. 18. and Mr. cronbwaite 5 — P. 
39, 37. 
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diſcountenanc d? Or was ſuch an act of mercy 
and beneficence, which the ſupreme Being prefers 


RF © 


To which I reply, that I am ſurpriſed ho any 


man can ſee in this text a prohibition, or an 
adviling of the Corinthians againſt a church col- 
lection! What muſt church collections then be 


to ſacrifice z was, I ſay, ſuch an act as this con- 
tribution was, unſuitable for a religious aſſembly ? 


This could never be the caſe; for our Saviour 


himſelf has expreſly taught, that ſuch acts of 


| mercy are a laying up our ireaſure in beaven, Matt. 
chap. vi. And St. Paul to Timothy, 1 epiſt. chap. vi. 
_ _ 70 calls it a laying up in ſtore for themſelves 
| 0 

a 


4 good foundation againſt the time to come, that they 
might lay hold on eternal life: That expreſſion, 
r may explain the expreſſion before 
us laying up in ſtore by bimſelf, or for himſelf. 

c | it be further remarked, that the Greek 
« word Deogvezoov, tranſlated ſtore, ſignifies 2 


© common . And thus Mr. LOCKE para- 
. phraſes the verſe, let every one of you, ac- 


**cording as he roy in his calling, lay aſide 
* ſome part of his gail by itſelf, which the #r/t 
day of the week let him put into the common 


« jreaſury, of the church, c“ And in his NOTE 
he ſays, that $£oavpzooy, ſeems uſed in the ſenſe 
he has given it. For it is certain, that the 
apoſtle directs that they ſhould every Lord's 


day bring to che congregation what their cha- 
* rity had laid aſide the foregoing week, as their 


a gain Came in, that then it might be put into "a 


© ſome public box appointed for that purpoſe, or 
* officers hands. For if they only laid it aſide 


bat home, there would nevertheleſs be need of 


© a collection when he came” 
I am equally ſurpriſed at the objector's conclu- 


ſion, viz. that the firſt day of the week muſt 


| at leaſt be reckoned a proper day for perſons 
| 2. to 
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© to caſt up their accounts on, to ſee how God 
had proſpered them.” Surely this gentleman 
would have us underſtand, that the chriſtian Co- 
rinthians had ſome certain ſum allotted, or an 
exact quotient demanded, which would require 
ſuch a nice calculation, that this contribution 


could not be made by them, any other ways than 


by an arithmetical proportion: The contrary to 
Which appears from 2 Cor. chap. ix. ver. 7. which 


ſhews us that the rule of contribution was, every 


man according as be pur poſed in his beart, not 


grudgingly, nor of neceſſity. Beſides, ſurely no 
reaſon can be aſſign'd hy the apoſtle ' ſhould 
affix a certain day for their privately depoſiting 
their caſh, in order to an after diſtribution ; any 


other day or time might have done as well, nay 
many times better than the fit day: But the 
apoſtle's manner of addreſſing them, | apptehedd, 
will very aukwardly bear any ſuch interpretation. 


Objecl. Another queſtion is put by way of ob- 


jeclion, why PAUL, ſhould ſend THUS and 


< others, a confiderable time after, to preſs their 


4. being ready, as he mentions, 2 Cor. chap. viii, 


and ix. if their contributions were already put 
into a common treaſury *?* ' 

I *anſwer, their contributions being ſo put, will 
be no objection to PAUL *s ſending of T1TUS, 
or his urging the generoſity of the Macedonians 
as a pattern to them, if we conſider that it was 
a collection which was made weekly ; and the preſ- 
fing neceſſities of the poor chriſtians in Judea oc- 
caſioned this earneſt addreſs, in order that the 
church of Corinth might be excited by theſe 
MESSENGERS to do their utmoſt. So that altho' 


there might be a common box, which in all probabi- 


lity there was; yet it may be remarked alſo that on 


n 2 day of every week they had their church 


mecta 


" " * 


2 Cornthwaitt's Rellekt. p. 37. 
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meetings ; and it is-very likely that few of them 
could be able to contribute at every ſuch public 


convention; ſome therefore did it on one frft day, 


ſome on another; and hence it was that St. Paul 


| fays, 2 Cor. ix. ver. 5. I thought it neceſſary to ex- 


hort the brethren that they would go before to you, 
and make up before hand your bounty, whereof ye 


had notice before, that the ſame might be ready as a 


matter of bounty, or free benevolence, and not as 
of covetouſneſs, i. e. not as it extorted from you; 
which view of the apoſtle, would be more effectu- 
ally obtain*d by Titus, and the other brethren's 


ſtating the circumſtances and treatment of the 
poor chriſtians in Fudea. . 


Hence, I am apt to conclude from this text, 
and that other in the Ads before mentioned, that 


it appears plainly, the apoſtles and firſt cbriſti- 
ans had the firſt day of the week in religious ob- 
ſervation, as the day on which they publickly aſ- 


ſembled, and had their church meetings 3 on which 
days they exerciſed themſelves more eſpecially in 
acts of piety, and mercy; which is indeed the 
true way of comporting with the deſign of ſuch 


. an inſtitution. Me | 


Argument” V. T proceed, in the next place to 
prove, that it was the uſage or cuſtom of ther- 


mitive chri#ians, and has been of the church uni- 


verſal, to obſerve the firſt day of the week. as an 

holy feſtival, founded on the reſurrection of Feſus 

Chriſt from the dead. | | 
And, firſt, it appears to have been commonly 


. diſtinguiſhed by chriſtians in the year of Chriſt 


99, at which time Joby wrote his Revelations. 


For he in chap. i. ver. 10. tells us. that he was 


in the ſpirit, or had his Revelations from the ſpi- 
rit; and thatthis was on the Lord's day. On 


which day be heard à voice behind bim, loud as a 


trumpet, ſaying, I am Alpha, and Omega, Sc. v. 1 £5 
1 | 0 


2 FS. * 2 F 7 ODS * * © ge 
x 


& 12. 1 
80 that when we add to this 1 of $. 


Jobn, the conſtant and unanimous uſage, and con. 
of the church ever after (as will appear a- 


non) we ſhall be apt to think this a ſufficient 


| that this day here mention'd was the fr/ft day of 
the week, and that it muſt have been famili. 


= arly known by the name of the Lord's day, when 
John wrote his Revelations, 


Object. But it is objected, that we have this | 
< expreſſion but once throughout the ſacred writ- 


< ings, viz. the Lord's day: Whence then can 
© proteſtants conclude contiftently that St. John 


© call'd the firſ day of the wax", that name? 
I reply, it is not pretended by any proteſtant 


that I know of, that the ſingle conſideration of 
the words of This text will prove, that the day 
here mentioned by St. Jobn was the firſt day of 
the week: But by comparing it with the ulage 
of chriſtians before as well as after, it will amount 
at leaſt to a ſtrong probability that it was. 
It certainly could not mean the [ſecond coming 


of Chrif”, , becauſe the very words exprelly de- 


ſcribe the time on which St. John had his Revela- 
tion, or was in the ſpirit ; and, therefore I think 


cannot, without the utmoſt impropriety, be ſo ap- 


ply'd ; for then it muſt be read thus, on the day 


of "the ſecond coming of Chriſt I was in the ſpirit, | 


and I beard a voice, &c. The word hoo lulu, 
tranſlated, I was, or have been, Leuſden in his 
Compendium, reads, in the præter tenſe, fui in 


Dominico die — which as it thus ſtands cannot be 


. apply'd to a lime to come, or future; ſince, in the 
ſtricteſt grammatical reading, it is expreſs'd by 
a time perfectly paſt, I was, or have been in the 
1 Fir of the Lord, and the time when I was ſo, 
| Twas on the Lord's day, or day of the WO. N 
Or 


2 * The Seventh Day the Chriſtian. Sabbath, p. 18. O Lid. 5. 19- 
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Nor do we pretend to fay, that St. Johns be- 
ing in the /pirit on fuch a day did conſtitute it 
a. /abbath*, or holy feſtival; but only mention it to 
\ as a collateral proof, that ſuch wot day was 
already in obſervation and uſe. Teo”. 
But, ſecondly, that the chriſtians in the firſt apes 
of the church did obſerve the fiſt day as a ſacred 
feſtival in honour of Jeſus, and grounded on his 
refarreftion, I ſhall prove from ſufficient and un- 
deniable authorities: For which purpoſe I ſhall 
beg leave to tranſcribe very abſtractedly, ſeven 
 ſeftions of the late Learned and Right Hon. Lord 
| King, in his Hiſtory of the three firſt Centuries, 
under the head of be circumſtances of worſhip. 
Sec. 5. He obſerves, that determinate times for 
-worſhip, were pointed under the chriſtian, as 
well as under the Few: diſpenſation. © 
Seck. 6. That the principal, or chief of theſe 
preſcribed times, was the fr/# day of the week, 
on which they conſtantly met together to perform 
religious ſervices. Juſt. Martyr, Apol. 2. p. 98. 
Tertul. de Anima, c. 3. p. 530. calls them Dominica 
folemnia, or the Lord's days ſolemnities. 
Minutius Felix obſerves, that the chriſtians aſ- 
ſembled to eat on a ſolemn day. And Pliny re- 
ports the ſame, in his epiſtle to Trajan. 
Sec. 7. Clemens Alexandrinus, calls it the chief 
ef days, our reſt indeed. Strom. lib. 6. p. 492. 
the p hs feſtroal. ©. yy 
On ſunday we give ourſelves to joy! ſays Tertul. 
JJ. OO | 
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St. Barnabas ſays, we keep the eighth day with 
gladneſs, epiſt. cathol. F. 11. p. 244. 
And Ignatius fays, we obſerve the Lord's day. 
Ad Magneſ. p. 35. Baniſhing every appearance of + 
grief, and eſteeming it a fin either to-fa/?, or kneet, 
Tertul. de. Cor. Mil. p. 339, 340. 5 
i his 


e The Seventh Day the Chriſtian Sabbath, p. 19. 
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This day they e * Dionyſu bus. a 


Euſcb. lib. 4. cap. 23. P- 145. = 
Clemens. Alexandrinus writes Thus "that 2 Agne | 


. chriſtian, . 1 to the commands of the goſpel, 
obſerves the Lord's day by caſting out all evil 
thooghts, and entertaining all good ones, glori- 


fying the reſurrection of the che Lord on chat day, 5 


Strom. lib. 7. p. 535- 


Seck. 8. The reaſon for 1 — . 
day with ſo much joy and gladneſs, was, that 


they might ite commemorate the glorious 
re arr fon their Redeemer that happened. there- 


7 So St. Barnabas, epiſt. cathol: H. 11. p. 244. 


and Ignatius epiſt. "Ad Magneſ. p. 35. Clemens 
Alexandrinus, Hl. Martyr, and Origen to the 
Tame purpoſe. |, . 

 Fert. 9. «Hence it was that this day, both in 
the Greet and Latin churches, was ald Ln 
Tord day. Clem. Alexand.' Strom. lib. 5. p. 4 
Among the Latins by Victorius Petavionenſis, tg 


Fabric. Mund. apud Dr. Cave Hiſt. Literar. p. 10 5 


It is call'd ſimply the Lords. by e Ad 
Magnef. p. 3. 

Sect. 10. Sometimes in compliance with the 
Heathen this fr/t, day of the week is called ſun- 
day; ſo termed, 3 by them dedicated to 

5 . fun: S0 J. Martyr, ee 2. P- 98, 99. 


and Tertul. Apol. c. 16. p. 688 . | 
But I don't find that they ever ſo far indulg'd 


the Jeu, as to call it the ſabbath day. 
The word ſabbatum, in the writings of 22 
Martyr, and 7. eriuilian, IS o be underſtood to 
"I | ſignify 


The ancient Aiken dealing with the heathens, called. 


ea day, which the chriſtians” obſerv'd in the room of the 
Jewiſh ſeventh day, nutegy #kiv, or diem ſolis, ſunday. As 


*thoſe who treat and deal with others muſt expreſs things by 
the names current among them, unleſs they intend to be Bar- 
barians to them. Dr. Owen's Exercit. p. 33. f. 13. | 
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| Gghify a ſabbatiſing: or Judaica! obſervance of 
the Lord's day; which they inveighed againſt. 


e Thus, fays Ignatius, inſtead of ſabbatiſing, let 
, every. chriſtian keep the Lord's day, the day on | 
3 which Chriſt roſe again, the queen of days: On 
- which our % aroſe, and death was conquered. 
„ FEpiſt, Inter pol. ad Magneſ. p. 149. 974 


_ Sect. 11. Their not ſabbati/ing did not exclude” 
8 their keeping the Lord's day; but only forbid a 
t Judaical obſervance of the ſabbath, or ſeventh day 
$ of the week: Yet the eaſtern churches, in com- 
? plaiſance to the Fewiſh converts who were very 
a numerous, perform'd on the /eventh day the ſame 
= public religious fervices, which they did on the 
: firſt day, thus obſerving both the one and the 

other as a feſtival. Whence it is, that Origen 


J reckons ſaturday among the four feaſts-ſolemnized 

- nn his time: Tho”, on the contrary, ſome of the 

* weſtern churches obſerv'd it as a faſt. Victorinus | 1 
Petavionenſis de Fabric. Mund. Thus far Lord "RN 
| | King. - 7 e | "THY ty alt . | : : j 
1 As I never heard of any one's confronting the 


truth of theſe authorities, I hope I ſhall be al- 
low'd to reſt on them as fair quotations. 
Od jett. It is further objected, That the fir/t day 
, of the week does not ſeem to have ever been 
x s obſerv'd as a ſabbath, but only as a feſtival in 
* commemoration of Chris reſurrection, till 
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Conſtantine's time, who, for ſeveral reaſons of 

* bis own, made a law to forbid any manner of 
work on this day.. I | 
| I anſwer, the firſt part of the objection is cer- ö 

tainly true, viz. that the firſt chriſtians did not 1 
 ſabbatiſe, but kept the firſt day of the week as a 1 
| religious feſtival, in commemoration of Chriſt's re- | 
. furrefion not only till Conflantine's time, but the 

chriſtians have pretended wo other ſort of keep- | 


2 Cornthwaite's Reflect. p. 19, 20. 
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Ing of it, that I know of, unto t 
is material in the objection, is, that it allows 


"Ln PE 


ſach an obſervance as being prior to the time of 
Conſtantine: But let the objector alſo conſider, that 


Conſtantine was the firſt chriſtian emperor, and 
therefore it was no wonder that there ſhould be 


no laws about the regular [obſervance of this feſti- 


val enacted by the civil power till then; becauſe, 
all his predeceſſors were — _— or at beſt, 
no. open friends to cbr1/t, What materially 
lies on the objector, is to prove, that whatever 
additional authority attended the obſervance of 


the firſt day of the week, from any law or edict 
of Cats, that ſuch additional authority was 
either unchriſtian or unreaſonable. But Conſtan- 


tines making laws about the obſervance of the 
firſt day of the week, appear not to have laid the 


{on hap of the chriſtian feſtival, but only to 


have been enacted with a deſign to your: late the 
obſervance. thereof. 
I ſhall, in the laſt place, ſhew the great proprie- 


ty of ſeparating a' weekly day for public worſhip 


from common conſent, and from the advantage 
hate accrues to ſociety. 


No.] then let it be obſerv'd, that chriflidnity. 


pA it could not, ſo it never intended to vacate or 
deſtroy any of the relations or fitneſſes of things: 
But man, as a creature in ſociety, has ever found 
it proper to worſhip Deity: from a view of that 
his ſocial dependance, 2 therefore it has been 
that public, or e worſnip obtain d in the 


World. 
And altho' many nations, have groſly miſtook 
the object of worſhip, yet they uſually agreed in 
acknowledging ſomething or other, which they 


ſubſtituted in the room oft the ſupreme Lord of all. 
Thus the Ammonites and Moabites had their 


$ God Molech, en e a king or FT 
to 


is day. What | 
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to whom they offer'd ſtrange ſacrifice ; ſome- 
times he is called Baal, whith ſignifies a lord 
dor | maſter, both which appellations are men- 
_ © tion'd the one as explanatory of the other, 


1 


Fer. xxxii. ver. 35. 


The Egyptians had for their capital deity an 

Ox, which they called Apis or Serapis, and 
likewiſe they worſhipped him under the form 
bor ſimilitude of an Ox. The Phænicians wor- 
ſhipped Jupiter under the name of Baal-Samen *, 


« which ſignifies the Lord of heauen. 


Others had their tutelar Deities, for every day 


of the week, as Verſtegan has well obſerv'd, and 
as I remember has ſhewn, that the Sun was 


. eſteemed by them as their (Molech, i. e.) king 
or ſupreme 3 to this purpoſe is that reference 
I have already made to Juſtin Martyr's Apolog. 
where he in compliance with the Heathen, -whole 
molt ſacred day was conſecrated to the Sun, 


their ſupreme Deity, he in compliance with them, 


I fay, call'd the great chriſtian weekly feſtival, 


funday. Nor, do I ſee how, even theſe idolatries, 
could have been ſupported if there had not been 
ſome kind of eftabliſhed or public worſhip. kept 
up among them: This, however, I am ſure is a 
fair inference, viz. that public or ſocial worſhip 
could at no time, or in any place be ſupported, 
without a public and ſocial conſent with regard 
to the time of it, as well as the object, or place: 
And hence it was that they worſhipped the Sun, 
on ſuch a particular day of the week, in ſuch 


nations where the Sun was eſteem' as their ſu- 


preme object of worſhip. _ Pe ne 

Now altho? the conſent of barbarous nations 
may, prove too much, yet if we add the ad- 
vantages which flow to ſociety from an univerſal 
conſent to worſhip oy an object m—_— 
* 2 : 


2M $o Godrwyin's Mics and Aaron, 
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of the higheſt adoration, and on principles fit 
and rational, we thould hence be led to ſee the 


great propriety of one day in a week's being 


continued as ſacred to public devotions among 
chriſtians. | | | N 5 355 9 3 ET , 
Let it be further obſerv'd, that if worf7p, which 
is ſocial and public, can only be perform'd by 


ſociety, and ſuch worſhip ſuppoſes the ſociety to 


have power to enact ſuch obſervances, and to 

have freedom or liberty alſo to comply with ſuch 
inſtitutions; by the way, I would Ora con- 
jecture, that in the infant ſtate of the world, the 


circumſtances of mankind: were ſuch as ſeem not 
to have demanded: one ſeparate 4orekly day for pub- 


he ſolemn worſhip z for the ſettled government of 
both the Autidiluvian and Poſtdiluvian ages, till the 
time of the children of Iſrael's coming out of 
Egypt, ſeems to have conſiſted in an inveſtiture 
dt power which was lodg'd in the pater-fumi- 
lias, or head of every family, and was both /- 

gerdotal and regal; this ſeems to have been part, at 


leaſt, of the birth right which E/au barter'd away 


to Jacob. Beſide, we may add the paucity of 
good characters found juſt before the flood; 
enly ane family that acknowledged the true 
God — whereas had public ſocial worſtiip been 
kept up, one might have expected this could 
ſcarce have been the conſequence. Nay, even after 
the flood, the true religion ſeems to have been 
handed down only in particular families; nor have 


we any account of ſo much as its being pro- 


feſſed by others. And this appears to have been 
the caſe, till [a2] was conducted out of Egypt 
under the miniſtration of Moſes, and became a 


ſeparate people, commonwealth, or theocracy, con- 


ſtixuted ſuch by God their king: Then it was 
that a weekly day was ſeparated for a public ac- 
Rnowledgment of God's. dominion, and of their 
ok £ 8 3's ; depen- 
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dependance on him, and as a means of cement. 
ing them by a mutual tie of affection, which'is . | 


ng a natural, and ought to be the certain, conſe- 

ng gquence of ſocial and united prayers and praiſes '' 
* to the ſame God, and for one another; for here- — 
ch by they might diſcern themſelves to be children | 
dy of the fame Father, ſubjects of the ſame Lord. | 
to + Whoſe head was one, N cauſe one, and whoſe _ [ 
—_ —_ 8 
ch Nor did cbriſtianity, in its infancy, expreſly ſe- | 
n- pPaäarate any particular day, for FESUS, the kind 1 
he | maſter of the family, had his diſciples under daily | 
ot inſtructions, and as occaſion and opportunity re- ö 
b- quir'd and allow'd, engaged them in pious and = 
of mn religious exerciſes: But altho' neither he, nor = 
e his apoſtles after him, delivered any expreſs prerept | 
of concerning the religious obſervation of any one 

re particular day more than of any of the reſt; yer 

11 ; inaſmuch as be by his reſurrection, and both he 

a- and his apoſtles, after that, have given ſo many 

at | fignal notices, by their own example, as well as 

ay. the extraordinary deſcent of the ſpirit- on that day, 

of that great confirming evidence of the divinity 

I; of the chriſtian dofrine ! Appear as fo many ſolid 

ue reaſons, on which the obſervance of the day point- 

en ed out may be defended; I ſay, this collective 

Id view of it, muſt be own'd as ſtrong an hint as 

er could be expected in the unſettled and infant 

en ftate of chriſtianity, and will afford us great ſa- 

ve tisfaction. To all which we may add, that a 

o- cbriſtian man is now a member of a chriſtian ſo- 

. _ ciely, but every ſociety has common intereſts, 

ot il therefore every chriſtian man as a member of 

A ſuch ſociety is concern'd to promote the intereſts 

bs: thereof, elſe he has denied the faith, or the grand 

as principles of chiſtianity, and is worſe than an hea- 

c- then idolater: But public worſhip is well calcu- 

. lated. co ſuit the intereſts of all human Tn, 
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and. n the chriſtian ;, becauſe chriſtianity has 
not vacated any of the natural relations of things, 


or the obligations ariſing therefrom 3 conſequent- 
ly, every chriſtian man ought to worſhip God pub- 


lickly if he has opportunity: But this cannor be 
done without a time be fixed by public conſent, 


founded on ſome ſufficient reaſon; therefore, when 


ſuch a day for public worſhip is thus properly 
mark'd out, fix d upon, and ſeparated, it ought 
ed be. obſerv*'d by chriſtians; nay,. this. ſeems to 

to be ſo eſſentially neceſſary to, the ſupport 
of Cbriſt's viſible church in the world, that, to 
deny, or confound ſuch an univerſal and, harmo- 
nious conſent, concerning the obſervance of the 
firſt day of the week as ſacred to the memory, of 


4. riſen Jeſus, methinks, would be ſo far from an- 


ſwering any valuable'end, that on the other hand, 


in all probability, it would very much weaken, 


if not wholly deſtroy thoſe remaining weak fences 
piety that are left in the chriſtian world, and 


Seat prejudice the cauſe of our exalted head, 


and Lord. The Zews,,it is true, by. public conſent, 
according to the expreſs precept of Febovab, wor- 
ſhipp'd him on the ſeventh day of the week, and. 
this kept alive the idea of os unity of God as 
the proper object of worſhip; but all this while. 


they. never worſhipp'd GOD thro? the, Mediator: 


Jeſus Chrift ; but when chriſtians were taught, 
by their maſter, that hereafter they ſhould ſuc- 


ceſsfully addreſs his FATHER in his name, and 


by his directions, who had moſt expreſly re- 


veal'd the nature and will of the ſupreme Being 


how fit and proper was it, that the day of their 
public worſhip ſhould diſtinctly bear the ſigna- 
tures of a regard and reference to this the great 
in/titutor of their religion , and din of their 
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Odject. The /abbatifts pretend, that they are 
t the only perſons who obſerve creation order*, as 
© to the diviſion of days, inaſmuch as they pre- 
« ſerve the original diſtinction of firſt evening and 
. © then morning e, bounding their ſabbaths.% 
I would obſerve, that ſince they inſiſt fo much 
on the obſervance of creation order, that it would - | 
be proper for them to prove, that the Creator 
begun his ſabbath, on the evening: Or, at leaſt, 
ſhew that the hiſtorian has marked our the /e- | 
venth day, in the ſame manner as he diſtinctly 9 
did all the other /½ Or elſe, aſſign a reaton 
why the particular boundaries of the ſeventh day, 
. ſhould be omitted any more than thoſe of the 
fixth or fifth. — Let the objector conſider alſo, 
that the time of our ordinary ſeep, or common 


time of ref, don't ſeem to be a proper part of | 
that ſacred reſt ; nor do I imagine, that any man | 
will venture to aſſert, that this &:nd of reſt is an® | | 


Imitation of the Creator's ; but if the command 
is binding, from the example of the Creator's 
reſting on the ſeventh day, and that his reſt con- 

_ ſiſted in continual exerciſes of pleaſing reflect ions 
on the produce of the Almighty's Fiat ; which reſt :", 
of his begun in the evening, and continued with- | 
out intermiſſion to the end of the /eventh day: 
If this was the caſe, I ſee not how any can defend 
their devoting ſo much of this holy time to a pro- 
phane or common ule, as fleeping the whole 
night muſt be; for this ſurely can be no imita- 
tion of the original exemplar. But, methinks, 
the very words of the Fewiſh precept will juſtify 

| ſuch a beginning, and ending of our weekly holy 
day as we practiſe, if we ſhould take it as 4 
rule to fix the boundaries thereof. It expreſly ſays 
thus, ſix days fhalt thou labour and do all wy 

| | wor 


e Seventh Day the Chriſtian Sabbath, beg. and Corn- 
thwaite's Reflect. p. 8, b Gen. ver. 5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31 
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So that we ſhould fr/t — that the da ys of 
labour are not oppoſed to the days of . or, 
otherwiſe, allow that they are oppos'd; if op- 
pos'd, then we might enquire whether the Jews, 


ag well as the reſt of the world, did not always 


begin. their day's labour in the morning, or. ſun 


ring! Man then, according to facred diction, 


going 15575 to his work and labour until the even- 
Ing *, which was the finiſhing and not the Beginning 


boundary of his day of labour: And by analogy 


the evening ought likewiſe to be the finiſhing boun- 


dary of his day of reſt, or of his — 1 


Thus I apprehend, that there is no difficulty in 


q determining the boundaries or limits of our 50h 


zſtival, ſince, even by the evident ſenſe of the 
Jewiſh precept, we ought to begin and end that 
day, as we do: the other fix, which. we employ 


in common and bodily labour: For we thereby 


preſerve the analogy, and ſtrictly conform even 
yer to the obligations of that precept, ſuppoſing 
it to demand a ſeparating for religious uſe a /c- 
venth of our days, or one day in ſeven. 

I ſhall now draw owe: nen ons from the 


| whole. 


Cow x Hence it is s plain that all 3 inſti 


tutions, altho' eſtabliſh'd on the foundations of 


divine authority, can only be binding ſo long as 
ſuch circumſtances continue - which ſupporr the 
reaſon of them. They indeed at all times deter- 


mine their value and obligation by their 5e, 


or tendency to promote morality or virtue; but 
when thoſe circumſtances of the ſubjef- are al- 
tered, on account of which they were enjoin'd, 
they naturally relax in their force, and loſe their 


. 
Con. 


2 Pſalm civ. ver. 22, 23. 
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been wiſely inſtituted by God, for the religious 
obſervance of the Jes, in order to ſecure their 
homage and fealty. to bim as their LORD, g- 
vernor, and inſtitutor of their polity, it is upon a 
common ratio highly it and reaſonable, that when 
the dorine of a crucified Feſus preached to the 
world as riſen; prov'd to the Jes a ſtumbling- ä 
block, and to the Greets fooliſnneſs, that the 
diſciples of this Jeſus ſhould obſerve one day in 
even in Wnour of him, as the great founder of 
their polity, and inſtitutor of their religion; eſpe- 
cially as they are aſſur'd, that he is conſtituted by + 
the Father, their head and Lord. 1 AR->; 


Con. III. I will venture to affirm, that there is 
as much morality in the chriſtian's obſervance of 
the rſt day of the week, in commemoration of 
the reſurrefion of their prince and Saviour, as 
there was in the Jews obſervance of their ſeventh 
day in commemoration of their deliverance out 
of Egypt; or of its being a ſign of their rela- 
tion to God as his people; or from its being 
an imitation of the Creator's reſt: For, MO- 
RALITT is an obſervance of thoſe obligati- 
ons which ariſe from the relation we ſtand in 
to God, and other beings. Now the relation we 
ſtand in, as chriſtians, to Feſus Chriſt our riſen . 
head and Lord, has a peculiar force, and obli- - 
cation attending it, which far exceeds all the 
reaſons urged in the Fewiſo precept 3 and there- 
fore will for ever juſtify a firſt day weekly 
obſervance. 4 . 735 


Con. IV. If the ſoirit of ebriſtianity ſhew'd 
itſelf to be ſo benien and condeſcending in the 
© Uta | | . early 
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early ages of it, as to pay ſo much complaiſunce 
to 12 of the Jeus whilſt their policy 


laſted, as been obſerv'd; how are we taught 


hereby to expreſs and exerciſe a like temper of 


charity, . forbearance, yea, and 'condeſcenfion-too, 
towards fuch who differ from us in mere poſi- 
tives or indifferent things] eſpecially, as con- 
ſidering that CHRISTIANITY propoſes this as 
the moſt proper, yea, as the only method of 
overcoming prejudices, and correcting miſtakes. 


Con. V. We may obſerve, that ultho' the 
- primitive cbriſtians behav*d with fo much con- 


deſcenſion, as even to become all things, to all 


men, that they might gain ſome; yet they did 
not ſacriſce their chriſtian liberty, to be rein- 
tangled with the yoke of bondage; nor give up 


a reaſonable inſtitution af their maſter, for an an- 


-  tiquated' law, or inſtitution of the Fewi/h. polity. 


Con. VI. To place the obſervance of the fr/t 
day of the week on the authority of the fourth 
- commandment, is, 1 think, very incougruous with 
the expreſs letter of that precept, which only obli- 
ges to the obſervance. of the /eventh day of the 
- week, in the moſt plain terms imaginable. Such 
inconſiſtency, may, indeed, as the ſabbatiſis ob- 
ſerve, give offence to the Jes, but can no way 
- convince them of the truth of ſuch. concluſons. On 
the contrary, they may juſtly demand a ſolution, 
or interpretation of ſuch jargon, and for want of 
ſuch ſolution, may expect that the cbriſiian ſhould 
carry his complaiſance to their precept, ſo far as 
an imitation alſo of their manner of keeping it. — 
But by placing the obſervance of the fr/t day 
of the week, on its being the day ſo highly 
bonour d by the reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt from 
the dead, and on its being a proper public mar 
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1 diſtinion, which points out the chriſtian from 
the Jewi/s, inſtitution, and polity ; this, in my 


humble opinion, is putting the obſervation of it 


into that light in which it ever ſtood, and ought 


«+ 


Con, VII. An obſervance of the ſeventh 4 


. "ſabbath, by chriſtians. now, would be nothing le 
than a returning to thoſe weak and beggarly ele- 


ments, thoſe carnal ordinances, which our Lord has 


long ſince (cancelled, having nailed them to bis 
-erofs. . Lit us therefore ſtand faſt in the liberty 
. .wherewith Chriſt bas made us free, leſt by our 


. temporizing with the Jews, in the obſervance of 
their ſabbath, we be led ta circumciſſon allo, and 


| Chriſt, that is to ſay, the chriſtian religion, or 


goſpel, hereupon profit us nothing. 5 
Con. VIII. I ſhall add to the foregoing concluſi- 


ons, that altho* the chriſtian religion is a conſti- 


tution founded on the moſt excellent and rational 


Principles, even ſuch as have a manifeſt tendency 


to exalt and perfect human nature, yet it muſt be 
allow'd to be an addreſs made to men, as men 
poſſeſs d of paſſions and affections equally of the 


| ſame kind with thoſe which men poſſeſs d under 
former diſpenſations; and conſequently, they yer 


ſtand in need of the uſe of ſuch means, as may 
properly be call'd inſtrumental religion; ſuch as 
prayer, and praiſe, and like acts of worſhip, which 
are duties incumbent on chriſtians both in private, 
and more public and ſocial /ife, and without which, 


real religion, i. e. the exerciſe of the true principles 
of piety and virtue, are not fo ſecurely, if at all 


to be obrain'd. Chriſtians then being, as I have 
already ſaid, ſubject to the fame paſſions, and ſol- 


licited by the ſame wrong directions and biaſſes, 
which take their riſe from ill examples and the 
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; 2 faulty education? 1 165 val. follow 
hence; that Bateman ding they may glory in 
the / mplitity and pertinency of toſs bn ft rumiontal 
parts of 2 which cbriſtianity recommends, 
yet every man who has form'd any juſt notions 
of human.nature muſt ſee the neceſſity of. ſupports 
ine pubic worſhip in chriſtian ſocieties 7 be 
fully perſuaded, mat the religious 2 of 
the n day of the weck, as the day 6f the RE. 
SUR ECTION of our LORD, ſo far from 
A an liberty; that 
oh ft from the circumſtance and re- 
lation of Arn + and may be 9 eſteemꝰ d A 
moſt advaritageous 3 in t king 
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